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Carlow County Museum is part of the Heritage Councilôs Museums Standards 

Programme of Ireland (MSPI) which promotes professional standards in the care of 

collections in Irish museums and galleries. Carlow County Museum is the first museum 

in County Carlow to participate in the programme.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carlow County Museum is a member of the Local Authority Museumsô Network 

(L.A.M.N) which represents the twelve Local Authority Museums across Ireland, 

which play a vital role in the social, cultural and economic life of regions across 

Ireland.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Carlow County Museum is a Designated Museum by the National Museum of Ireland 

under the National Monuments Acts 1930 ï 2004. Under this designation, Carlow 

County Museum is legally entitled to collect, retain, request and display archaeological 

objects on behalf of the State. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, is the Designated 

Person for County Carlow.  

 
 

 
Front Cover photograph: (L to R) Mr. Ivan Healy, Honorary Consul General to the Grand Duchy of 

Luxembourg, Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach, Luxembourg, and Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach 

of Carlow County Council, unveiling the restored medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi, Garryhundon. Co. 

Carlow, on the 7th of August 2019. Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council.  

 

 

Unless otherwise stated all photographs are the copyright of Carlow County Museum. 
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Members of the Board of Carlow County Museum 

 

 

Carlow County Council Members: 

 Cllr. Fergal Browne, Chairperson (from June 2019)  

Cllr. Andrea Dalton,   

Cllr. Walter Lacey, Chairperson (until May 2019)  

and Cllr. Ken Murnane (from June 2019) 

 

Chief Executiveôs Nominee: 

Mr. John Shortall, County Librarian 

 

Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society Members: 

Mr. Padraig Dooley, Mr. Gary Hughes,  

Dr Séamus Ó Murchú 

 

Secretary to the Board: 

Mr. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator 
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Museum Board: 
This is the Thirteenth Annual Report of the Board of Carlow County Museum. The 

Museum is operated by Carlow County Council in partnership with the Carlow 

Historical & Archaeological Society (CHAS). The Board consists of seven members, 

three Members of Carlow County Council, three representatives of the CHAS and a 

Chief Executiveôs nominee. The Curator of Carlow County Museum acts as Secretary 

to the Board.  

 

The Chairperson is chosen from the three Members of the County Council and the three 

CHAS representatives. As agreed the position of Chairperson alternates on an annual 

basis between the Members of the County Council and the CHAS representatives. In 

December 2018 at the 2018 AGM Cllr Walter Lacey was elected Chairperson. In May 

2019 the Local Elections were held. Cllr Walter Lacey retired as a Councillor. Cllr 

Lacey is the longest serving Board Member, to date, having served on the Museum 

Board since it was established in 2005. In June 2019 Cllr Fergal Browne was elected 

the new Chairperson.  
 

 

 

Carlow County Museum, 

College Street, 

Carlow Town, 

Co. Carlow, 

R93 E3T2 

Ireland 

 

Tel: 059 ï 9131554      

Email: museum@carlowcoco.ie 

 

Web:   https://carlowmuseum.ie/ 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com/carlowcountymuseum 

Facebook: facebook.com/carlowcountymuseum  

Twitter:           twitter.com/carlowcountymus 

 

Museum Opening Hours: 

Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 4.30pm September to May 

Monday - Saturday 10.00am - 5.00pm June - August 

Sundays & Banks Holidays 2.00pm - 4.30pm June ï August 
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L.A.M.N J.O.C Presentation 
On Friday 14th of December 2018, the Local Authority Museumsô Network (LAMN) 

make a presentation to the Joint Oireachtas Committee (JOC) on Culture, Heritage & 

the Gaeltacht in Leinster House. The LAMN presentation was led by Mr. Liam 

Bradley, Monaghan County Museum, Chairperson and Ms. Judith McCarthy, Donegal 

County Museum, Vice-Chair. Dermot Mulligan, as secretary of the LAMN, was also in 

attendance. The presentation came about from an invitation from the JOC to museum 

representative organisations to come and present about the work of regional museums. 

The National Museum of Ireland, the Irish Museums Association and the Heritage 

Council were also asked to make presentations on the day.  The proceedings were 

streamed live on Oireachtas TV and can be viewed on their website.  

 

Tullow Town Trail Map Launched 
Museum staff assisted the Daniel Delany Museum, Tullow, in hosting the launch of the 

new óTullow Town Trail Mapô. The map was developed by Tullow Tidy Towns, 

Develop Tullow Association and Carlow Tourism through the óTowns and Villageô 

scheme coordinated by Carlow County Council. The map was launched on Friday 1st of 

February, St. Brigidôs Day, the day that Bishop Delany founded the Brigidine Order in 

Tullow in 1807.  

 

CHAS Schools Prize Giving 
On Wednesday March 27th, the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society (CHAS) 

held their annual primary school history competition prize giving ceremony in the 

Museum. The competition saw near one hundred and fifty entries, the highest ever. 

First place went to Kate Sommers of Ballon NS; second place to Kevin McKeon, 

Carlow NS and third place to Reuben McCarthy, Scoil Pádraig Naofa, Tullow.  
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CHAS NS History Prize Competition 2019 Winners 

(L to R) Mr. Pat OôNeill, President of CHAS, Reuben Mc Carthy, Scoil Ph§draig 

Naofa, Tullow, Kate Somers, Ballon NS, Kevin McKeon, Carlow NS, and Mr. Richard 

Codd, Competition Coordinator.  

 

Ciorcal Gaeilge 
The Museum again played an active part in the promotion of the Irish language 

working throughout the year with Glór Cheatharlach to host the weekly Ciorcal Gaeilge 

and other specific events. In March for Seachtain na Gaeilge several short Irish 

language-based films were played as part of the weekly Irish circle in the Museum. 

TG4 visited the town and interviewed staff of Glór, the Library and the Museum. The 

approximately five-minute long report was broadcast on TG4 on Sunday April 10th.  As 

part of the  

In October for the Féile an Fhómhair festival the Museum hosted a special Ciorcal 

Gaeilge on the Wednesday 9th October organised by Glór Cheatharlach.   

 

{ǘΦ [ŀǎŜǊƛŀƴΩǎ CŜŀǎǘ 5ŀȅ 
St. Laserianôs Feast Day falls on April 18th, as it fell on Holy Thursday, the annual 

celebrations in Old Leighlin were deferred until the afternoon of Saturday 20th April. 

The celebrations consist of an ecumenical service in St. Laserianôs Cathedral, with a 

guest speaker, followed by a procession to the nearby St. Molaiseôs Holy Well where 
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the service concludes. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, was the guest speaker this 

year.  

 

The celebration of St. Laserianôs Feast Day is significant as it is an ecumenical 

celebration. According to Dr Louise Nugent, of Pilgrimage in Medieval Ireland, this 

feast day is one of the few, if not the only one, in Ireland at which both Church of 

Ireland & Roman Catholic Bishops regularly attend the celebration to honour the first 

Bishop of Leighlin. It is also one of a small group of ecumenical pilgrimages that are 

focused around a pattern or feast day at holy wells in Ireland where both communities 

jointly celebrate together the patron saint of each diocese and on the site of the mother 

church of each diocese.  The procession from St Laserianôs Cathedral to the nearby 

Holy Well, that is undertaken immediately after the celebration, is one of only a 

handful that take place in the country in the context of pilgrimage.  

 

  
 

Cruinniú na nÓg Big Dig and Calligraphy Workshops at Carlow County Museum 

Cruinniú na nÓg 
On Saturday June 15th we celebrated Cruinniú na nÓg with two incredible Calligraphy 

Workshops, presented by Tim Oô Neill, widely acknowledged to be the finest 

contemporary calligrapher in Ireland. In all, 35 children, as well as a few adults, tried 

their hand at mastering a craft that the monks would spend years learning. Carlow has a 

fantastic history and tradition of calligraphy and producing illuminated manuscripts. In 

the 7th and 8th centuries, monasteries in County Carlow were producing fabulous books 

made of vellum. A number of these books survive to this day, including the Book of 

Mulling from Saint Mullins and the Calendar of Willibrord from Rath Melsigi, 

Garryhundon. At the rear of the Museum building, the Big Dig took place throughout 

the day, with children getting a practical lesson on the life of an archaeologist. Cruinniú 

na nÓg is part of the Creative Ireland Programme and was coordinated and managed by 

Carlow County Council Arts Office.  
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Cruinniú na nÓg Calligraphy Workshops 

Some of the children who were lucky to complete a special art calligraphy workshop with Mr. Tim Oô 

Neill where they discovered the secrets of our manuscripts.  

 

IRTP Conference, Belgrade 
From the 26th to the 29th of June, the 11th International Religious Tourism and 

Pilgrimage (IRTP) conference took place in the Singidunum University, Belgrade, 

Serbia. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, attended and presented a paper on St. 

Willibrord, Patron Saint of Luxembourg and the First Apostle of the Netherlands and 

his County Carlow Connection. The conference had fifty papers presented by people 

from twenty-six countries, including America, Australia, Russia, Canada, England and 

Italy. The well organised conference covered a variety of topics and developments 

relating to religious tourism. In 2012, the IRTP conference was hosted in Ireland and 

Dermot spoke then about the Carlow Trails of the Saints project.  

 

St. Willibrord 
From Tuesday 6th to Friday 9th of August, Carlow County Council welcomed a 

delegation from Echternach, Luxembourg, led by Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach, 

as part of the ongoing renewal of friendship between both areas. The highlights of the 

visit were the signing of a Friendship Agreement between both Councils and the 

unveiling of the restored early medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi. Cllr. John Pender, 
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Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, led the welcome by Carlow County Council. 

Their visit to the county was coordinated by Carlow County Museum.  

 

      
 

(L to R) Mr. Ivan Healy, Honorary Consul General to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Yves Wengler, 

Mayor of Echternach, Luxembourg, and Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, 

unveiling the restored medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi, Garryhundon. Co. Carlow, on the 7th of August 

2019. Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council. 
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Since 2000 there have been several visits by delegations to both towns. Significantly, 

this visit was the first led by the Echternach Council. Accompanying Mayor Wengler 

were Aldermen Ben Scheuer and Luc Birgen with Councillors Jean-Claude Strasser, 

Ricardo Pacheco and Christophe Origer. Also present were members of the 

Willibrordus Bauverein (Willibrord Foundation) who have been to the fore of re-

establishing contact between both areas. Among them was Pierre Kauthen, former 

President and Alain Muller, visit coordinator. The group were joined by Ivan Healy, 

Honorary Consul General to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, making this his first 

visit to the county as Honorary Consul.  

 

The highlight of the four days was on Wednesday 7th August last when the entire day 

was devoted to exploring places associated with St. Willibrord in County Carlow. At 

midday, the delegation, with an invited audience, gathered at Rath Melsigi, 

Garryhundon, County Carlow, around the recently restored early medieval cross, which 

is now all that remains in County Carlow of the monastic settlement. The cross has for 

a long time been in several pieces and in recent months the National Monuments, 

Kilkenny Branch, OPW, in partnership with Carlow County Council, through Carlow 

County Museum, restored the cross.  

 

 
 

Group photo of the attendees at the Rath Melsigi Cross unveiling.  

Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council 

 

In his welcome to Rath Melsigi, Cathaoirleach John Pender said ñit is here, at Rath 

Melsigi, Irelandôs most important ecclesiastical settlement in the 7th and 8th centuries, 

that Willibrord spent twelve years being trained under the guidance of St. Ecgberct of 

Rath Melsigi and Iona. It is very likely, that Willibrord and his colleagues were 

ordained at the nearby monastery of Old Leighlin, the seat of the Bishop of Leighlin.ò 

Mayor Wengler said ñOur stay in County Carlow is very interesting. We have a very 

filled program with a lot of interesting visits and meetings. But I think that the most 

exciting moment was the rededication of the 7th century cross at Rath Melsigi. This 
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place is the direct link from Carlow to Echternach by St. Willibrord.ò Honorary Consul 

Healy in his speech said that we were standing on holy ground that joined both County 

Carlow and Echternach through nearly 1,300 years of history.  

 

Cathaoirleach Pender along with Mayor Wengler and Honorary Consul Healy unveiled 

the restored 7th century cross that St. Willibrord would have stood beside. Then the 

Most Reverend Denis Nulty, Bishop of Kildare & Leighlin, Archdeacon Robin Bantry-

White and Canon Nancy Gillespie led the ecumenical rededication of the Cross of Rath 

Melsigi. The Litany of St. Willibrord was recited, and the unveiling ceremony 

concluded with all present gathering in a circle and undertaking the óhoppingô that is 

celebrated each year in Echternach in honour of St. Willibrord. The óhopping 

processionô has UNESCO World Heritage Status.  

 

Later in the day, the delegation visited the Town Hall where both Councils met, being 

welcomed by Cathaoirleach Pender. Kathleen Holohan, Chief Executive of Carlow 

County Council, outlined the Councilôs vision for County Carlow and acknowledged 

the long and important historical link between both Carlow and Echternach. Then both 

Cathaoirleach Pender and Mayor Wengler signed copies of the Friendship Agreement.  

 

      
 

Friendship Agreement 

(L to R) Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach, and Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County 

Council, in the Town Hall, Carlow, with the signed Friendship Agreements. 

Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council. 



12 

 

 
 

Rath Melsigi Cross Presentation 

Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council presents Yves Wengler, Mayor of 

Echternach, with a framed photograph of the Cross of Rath Melsigi for display in Echternach. 

Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council. 

 

Through the mists of time St. Willibrordôs Carlow connection, for the most part, had 

been forgotten until 1982 when Prof. Dáibhí Ó Cróinín, Department of History, NUI 

Galway, began researching this aspect of our history. Over the course of the last thirty-

seven years this historical connection between both areas has been re-established. Prof 

č Cr·in²n was present at the unveiling and he said ñRath Melsigi is at the heart of the 

Irish and English engagement with the continent in the Early Middle Ages. From here a 

group of Irishmen and Englishmen set out in AD 690 on a voyage that would transform 

the religious and political landscape of Europe forever and lay the foundations for the 

great cultural revival of the decades leading up to AD 800 that scholars call The 

Carolingian Renaissance.ò 

 

Earlier in the day the delegation had a guided tour of Carlow County Museum and 

spent time viewing the special St. Willibrord exhibition that the Museum has displayed 

since 2017. The Museum has been coordinating the contact and events from the Carlow 

side for many years now.  

 

The group were welcomed to the Cathedral of the Assumption by the Bishop Nulty, Fr 

Ruairi O Domhnaill, Administrator and Monsignor Brendan Byrne. Members of the 

Presentation Band played several pieces of music during their visit to the Cathedral. 

The delegation was pleased to see the Relic of St. Willibrord on display, the beautiful 

bronze statue gifted to County Carlow in 2017 by the people of Echternach to say 

ñThank Youò to Carlow for training and ordaining St. Willibrord.  
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Rath Melsigi Cross ï Before and After Restoration 
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In the afternoon the delegation were welcomed to Leighlinbridge by local historian 

Martin Nevin. Martin was one of the original contacts between both areas and he had 

welcomed the first tour from Echternach to Carlow in 2000. The delegation were 

welcomed to Old Leighlin by Archdeacon Robin Bantry-White, Canon Nancy Gillespie 

and George Kidd, where they guided them from Molaiseôs Holy Well to St. Laserianôs 

Cathedral, the site of where St. Willibrord and his colleagues were possibly ordained.  

 

The delegation also visited Visual, Borris House, St. Mullins and had a walking tour of 

Carlow Town. The Autumn edition of Archaeology Ireland featured a report on the 

unveiling of the Cross of Rath Melsigi.  

 

During late 2018 and early 2019 the British Library hosted a major exhibition of 

international standing on Anglo-Saxon manuscripts. The exhibition featured one 

hundred and eighty medieval manuscripts from around Europe that had a connection to 

the Anglo-Saxon world in the United Kingdom. The initial part of the exhibition, 

dealing with the early medieval period, featured several books associated with Rath 

Melsigi, County Carlow. One was the óCalendar of Willibrordô, now in the 

Bibliothèque Nationale de France and was written here in Carlow in advance of St. 

Willibrordôs mission to the continent. The book also contains St. Willibrordôs signature, 

the oldest dateable signature of an English person. Also featured, was the Durham 

Gospels, which was quite likely written in Rath Melsigi under the guidance of St. 

Ecgberct, who led the mission from Northumbria to County Carlow in the 7th century.  

 

 
 

Echternach Delegation Visits Carlow County Museum 

 

On Wednesday September 11th we welcomed 34 members of the St. Jakobus und 

Johannes Gilde, Emmerich am Rhein, Germany (Guild of St. John and St. James 
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Rhineland) to the county. They stayed for two nights in the Seven Oaks Hotel and were 

here in the county to follow in the footsteps of St. Willibrord, St. Brigid and St. James.  

 

St. Willibrord and his missionaries spent time in Emmerich am Rhein and his influence 

is still there to this day. In the Church of St. Martin is displayed the 7th century Relic 

presented to St. Willibrord by Pope Sergius in AD 695.  

 

St. Brigid (Brigida as they call her) is also known in this area, while it is not believed 

she left Ireland, itôs possible that her cult was brought to the area by St. Willibrord and 

his colleagues. As part of their tour they visited St. Mullins and took interest in the Cell 

of St. James, where he was venerated.  

 

They also visited the Museum, both Cathedrals, Rath Melsigi, St Molaiseôs Holy Well 

and St. Mullins.  

 

Dr. Hans Jürgen Arens, the leader of the group visited County Carlow in June 2018. 

Subsequently he invited Dermot Mulligan to visit Emmerich am Rhein and present a 

paper at their conference in November 2018.  

 

The Feast of St. Willibrord fell on Thursday 7th November. That morning, Bishop 

Denis Nulty lead the celebrations in the Cathedral of the Assumption. The second St. 

Willibrord Biennial Lecture took place at 7.00pm in St. Laserianôs Cathedral, Old 

Leighlin. The evening began with Vespers, led by the Very Revd Tom Gordon, Dean of 

St. Laserianôs, and then the lecture coordinated by Carlow County Museum. Dr Niamh 

Wycherley, Maynooth University, delivered an excellent lecture on ñThe Cult of Relics 

in Medieval Ireland: Power, Patronage and Devotionò.  

 

 
 

(L to R) Padraig Dooley, President of CHAS & Museum Board Member; John McDarby, Staff Officer, 

Carlow County Museum; Dr Niamh Wycherley, Maynooth University and the Very Revd Tom Gordon, 

Dean of St Laserianôs Cathedral, at the St. Willibrord Biennial Lecture. 
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Heritage Week 2019 
Heritage Week 2019 took place nationally from the 17th to the 25th August. The Carlow 

Library Service coordinated the publicity for County Carlow. Carlow County Museum 

in partnership with Myshall Muintir na Tíre and the Myshall Community Centre 

presented a lecture, óSaint Columbanus and the Making of Europeô by Dr Alexander 

OôHara, Department of Mediaeval History, University of St Andrews, on Monday 19th 

August at 8.00pm in the Myshall Community Centre.  

 

 
 

St Columbanus Heritage Week 2019 Lecture 

Dr Alexander OôHara, presenting his lecture, óSaint Columbanus and the Making of Europeô in the 

Myshall Community Centre. 

 

It is believed that St. Columbanus was born in óthe shadow of Mount Leinsterô and in 

recent years the community of Myshall have engaged in increasing the knowledge of 

him the area. His journey took him from here to the north of Ireland to Bangor, Co. 

Down, whose monastery had a close association with Carlow town. From Bangor, 

Columbanus set off on his great missionary journey to the continent where he founded 

many monasteries including Luxeuil in France and Bobbio in Italy. Columbanus was 

described by Cardinal Tom§s č Fiaich as óIrelandôs first European, a poet, scholar, 

abbot, preacher and teacherô. He founded monasteries, associated with kings and 
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corresponded with popes. Many of Columbanusô writings survive, and they consistently 

inspire and encourage. 
 

      
 

St Columbanus Heritage Week 2019 Lecture 

 

In 1950, following the devastation of World War II, a group of statesmen and scholars 

from across Europe met in Luxeuil-les-Bains in eastern France to commemorate the 

14th centenary of the birth of Columbanus, and to discuss plans for the future of Europe. 

The founding of the modern European Union can be traced to this gathering. Dr 

OôHaraôs lecture looked at the surprising influence of Columbanus on Robert Schuman, 

French Foreign Minister and a founding father of the European Union, and how an Irish 

immigrant from the edge of Europe was one of the first to voice the concept of a united 

Europe. 

 

Dr Alexander OôHara is Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of Mediaeval 

History, University of St Andrews. He is the author of Jonas of Bobbio and the Legacy 

of Columbanus: Sanctity and Community in the Seventh Century and editor 

of Columbanus and the Peoples of Post-Roman Europe, both published by Oxford 

University Press in 2018. 
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Carlow Scouts Exhibition 
Carlow County Museum in partnership with the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts developed 

and officially opened the exhibition, "On My Honour I Will Try..Scouting in Carlow, 

90 Years Growingò, to mark their 90th anniversary. Approximately one hundred and 

fifty guests attended the launch of this exhibition on Friday 13th September, in the 

Museumôs Oô Hanrahan Gallery. 

 

The Scouts were out in full force with all ages represented, with Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 

Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts all decked out in their uniforms. 

 

 
 

5th Carlow (Town) Scouts 

Some of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scout Leaders and Venture Scouts at the launch of  

"On My Honour I Will Try..Scouting in Carlow, 90 Years Growingò 

 

Speeches by Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council and Cllr. 

Fergal Browne, Chairperson of the Board of Carlow County Museum, acknowledged 

the growth and development of the Scouts in Carlow. The founding of Scouting began 

in England when Robert Baden-Powell held the first Scout Camp in 1907. The 

movement spread worldwide and in 1929 the 1st Carlow Troop was established. 90 

years later the 5th Carlow Town Scout Group is still going strong with a membership of 

approximately 200. 

 

Gale Scanlon, Group Leader of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts, along with Brendan 

Hoyne, County Commissioner, made surprise presentations to Kevin Murphy, 

Provincial Commissioner, Seán Scanlon, former Group Leader of the 5th Carlow 

(Town) Scouts, and Colin Whelan, Chairperson of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts, for 

long-term service to Scouting. There was also a special presentation of ó90th 
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Anniversaryô neckerchiefs made to guests, including Cllr. Fergal Browne, Chairperson 

of the Museum Board, Cllr. Andrea Dalton, Mayor of the Municipal District of Carlow, 

Maureen Murphy, President of the Irish Girl Guides, Fr. Ger Ahern, former Chaplin to 

the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts, and other Scout leaders. 

 

 
 

Opening of "On My Honour I Will Try..Scouting in Carlow, 90 Years Growingò 

(L to R) Cllr. Fergal Browne, Chairperson of the Museum Board; Cllr. Andrea Dalton, Mayor of the 

Municipal District of Carlow; Mr. Martin Doogue, former Assistant Scoutmaster, 1st & 5th Carlow Troop 

of the Assumption; Mr. Colin Whelan, Chairperson of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts; Cllr. John Pender, 

Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council and Mr. Seán Farrell along with a member of the Beaverôs.  

 

Of course, it wouldnôt be a Scout event without a song or two! Colin Whelan and Se§n 

Farrell led the audience in a rousing rendition of ñI want to Scout until Iôm 73ò. A 

special 90th Birthday Cake was presented to celebrate the historic achievement of the 

Scouts in Carlow.  
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90th Anniversary Birthday Cake 
(L to R) Mr. Colin Whelan, Chairperson of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts; Gale Scanlon, Group Leader 

of the 5th Carlow (Town) Scouts and Cllr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, cutting 

the 90th Anniversary Birthday Cake.  

 

National Ploughing Championships 
The Museum co-ordinated a Carlow Museums & Historical Society stand at the 

InCarlow marquee at the National Ploughing Championships, held at Ballintrane, 

Fenagh, Co. Carlow from Tuesday 17th to Thursday 19th of September. The InCarlow 

marquee was developed by Carlow County Council through the Local Enterprise 

Office. The stand backdrop was a display of images of objects from the museums in the 

county along with a selection of Carloviana front covers. Aisling OôHalloran, Graduate 

Intern, liaised with CHAS, the Military Museum and the Tullow Museum, to arrange a 

rota for the stand along with Museum staff. The Museum coordinated and presented 

some talks on the stage area, including talks about CHAS, the Military Museum, 

Carlow County Museum and the newly opened Scouting exhibition. Jim Shannon 

spoke about CHAS, its role, its activities and upcoming lectures; Paul Maguire and 

Peter Heary spoke about the Military Museum and their upcoming military vehicle 

event; Colin Whelan and Kevin Murphy spoke about ninety years of scouting in the 

town. Many visiting national politicians (Ministers & TDôs), VIPs and dignitaries 

visited the stand including Kathryn Thomas, Sean OôBrien and Sinéad Flannagan, the 

Rose of Tralee.  
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In advance of the Championships, Mairead Lavery, journalist with the Farmers Journal 

óIrish Country Livingô Magazine, visited the county and published an article titled 

ñFollow Me Up to Carlowò, featuring a number of attractions in the county including 

the Museum.  

 

 
 

Collage of photographs of visitors and staff at the InCarlow Marquee 
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Collage of photographs of visitors and staff at the InCarlow Marquee 
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Culture Night 2019 
Carlow County Museum conceived and delivered a short dramatic presentation ñOh 

Brother Where Art Thou?ò scripted by Tom§s Skinner, Museum Archaeologist, and 

performed by museum staff Derek Keating and John McDarby. The performance dealt 

with the lives of early Christian monks in Carlow around the time of St. Willibrordôs 

arrival in Echternach.  This was an entertaining ñshow and tellò event suitable for all 

ages.  It was a well-attended and appreciated event. Special thanks for to the 

Capuchinôs, Dublin Street, for the loan of robes. 

 

   
 

  ñOh Brother Where Art Thou?ò  

A special Culture Night appearance by the monks from our past! 

 

Tomás Skinner co-authored and voiced the script for a short film by IT Carlow 

Librarian, Jacinta Moore, titled ñStone Age and Beyondò which was screened in IT 

Carlow on Culture Night. This short film provided a modern and thought-provoking 

interpretation of the Browneshill Dolmen with stimulating audio visual. 
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Mensana 2019: 
As part of the Carlow Mental Health Associationôs annual Mensana Festival the 

Museum were asked to lead a walking tour of the town on Saturday 12th of October. 

The tour started in the Museum and stopped at the Carlow Gaol (Carlow Shopping 

Centre), the Liberty Tree, Burren Bridge/ Deighton Hall; Carlow Castle; St. Maryôs 

Church; Town Hall; Cathedral & Carlow College; the Courthouse and St. Leoôs. The 

walk concluded at An Gaird²n Beo with a ócuppaô. The idea was for people to get to 

know their surroundings and meet other people for a chat as the tour make its way 

around the town.  

 

Scarefest 
As part of Scarefest, 25th to 31st of October, the Museum organised two events.  

On Friday October 25th, the Museum led a óLucinda Sly Walking Tourô. Owing to the 

bad weather the tour started in the Museum, under the gallows trapdoor from Carlow 

Gaol and then proceeded directly to Carlow Goal (Carlow Shopping Centre) to view the 

condemned cell and to stand at the window over the entrance where the executions took 

place. Extracts from Maidhc Dain²n č S®ôs historical fiction book, Lucinda Sly, A 

Woman Hanged, were read out. Museum staff provided the historical background to 

Carlow in late 1834 and early 1835 when the events associated with the murder of 

Walter Sly took place and for which Lucinda and her servant, John Dempsey, were 

found guilty of his murder.  

 

 
 

Lucinda Sly Walking Tour 
John McDarby setting the scene for the Lucinda Sly Walking tour 

as he stands below the gallows trapdoor from Carlow Gaol. 
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On Tuesday October 29th, the Museum hosted óA Night at the Museumô in partnership 

with Scarefest and Ceatharlach Creathlach. This evening saw ten characters from 

Carlowôs past reappear in the Museum to tell their story. The characters included 

Carlowôs first Stone Age inhabitant, Judge Mary OôToole, Rev Bibby OFM, Kevin 

Barry and Nurse Margaret Kehoe.  

 

 
 

Some of Carlowôs previous inhabitants making a special return visit for Scarefest! 
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Oral History Network of Ireland  

The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) presented a one-day workshop on ñAn 

Introduction to Oral History ïThe Life Cycle Approachò on Friday 1st November in the 

Carlow Cathedral Parish Centre, College Street, Carlow Town. This workshop was 

kindly facilitated by Carlow County Museum.   

 

The workshop offered a basic introduction to all aspects in the life cycle of an oral 

history project from commissioning to disseminating and archiving. It introduced 

concepts of best practice in terms of ethical and legal considerations. The trainer was 

Adrian Roche, a member of OHNI and there were twelve participants who came from 

Carlow (6), Galway (1), Kerry (1), Kilkenny (2) and Wicklow (2).  

 

 
 

Some of the attendees at the OHNI with Adrian Roche, OHNI, (second from left) 
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Museum Standards Programme of Ireland (MSPI) 
 

Carlow County Museum submitted its extensive application to the Heritage Council for 

Interim Accreditation under the Museum Standards Programme for Ireland (MSPI) on 

Friday 27th September. MSPI promotes professional standards in the care of collections 

in Irish museum and recognises the achievement of those standards through 

accreditation. Carlow County Museum is the first museum in County Carlow to 

participate in the programme. The sixty-six-page application is supported by twenty-

four detailed appendices, with four bound submissions being delivered to the Heritage 

Council. The Museum has spent extensive time over the past year working on this 

application. 

As part of the process the Interim Accreditation application the Museum devised and 

have approved the following plans and policies: 

- Carlow County Museum Mission Statement 

- Carlow County Museum Strategic Management Plan 

- Carlow County Museum Strategic Management Action Plan 

- Carlow County Museum Collection Policy 

- Carlow County Museum Disposal Policy 

 

These were approved by the Museum Board and subsequently by Carlow County 

Council at their October 2019 monthly meeting.  

On Friday November 15th the accessors for the MSPI programme spent the day in the 

Museum. Helen Lanigan Wood, retired Curator of Fermanagh County Museum, and Dr 

Hugh Maguire, former Heritage Councilôs Museums & Archive Officer and former 

Director of the Hunt Museum, were the assigned accessors.  

 

Along with meeting with the Museum staff the accessors also meet with Pat Delaney, 

Head of Finance, IT & Cultural Services, John Shortall, County Librarian, Cllr. Fergal 

Browne, Chairperson of the Museum Board, Eileen OôRourke, CE of Carlow Tourism, 

and Padraig Dooley, President of the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society. 

 

An initial summary of follow up actions has been received, the Museum will have until 

February 2020 to have these actions updated/ completed. In March 2020, the Heritage 

Council will meet to make the final decision about granting the Museum Interim 

Accreditation. The accessors were happy with the work practices in place and that it is 

in the main with the policy documents that they are recommending changes.  

Carloviana: 
CHAS launched their 2020 edition of Carloviana on Thursday November 28th last. The 

Journal, 220 pages, has an article from the Museum about the British Libraryôs 

exhibition, Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, in which Rath Melsigi and St. Willibrord were 

featured. Also screened that evening was the restored 1913 Carlow Home Rule 

Demonstration. The film shows the Museumôs Irish National League banner for 

Tinryland and Benekerry (Bennekerry), CCM 02-2528. A copy of the DVD was 

presented to the Museum.  
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Visitor Numbers  
Carlow County Museum and Tourist Office recorded a total of 25,795 visitors during 

2019, our largest ever.  

 

Museum Staff 
The Museum has four full time staff, Mr. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, and Mr. 

John McDarby, Staff Officer, Ms. Aisling OôHalloran, Graduate Intern, Mr. Tomás 

Skinner, Archaeologist with Mr. Martin OôRourke, Maintenance Superintendent, 

shared staff member with the Library Service.  

 

In June, three of our four participants on the Tús Scheme, coordinated by the County 

Carlow Development Partnership, Mr. Kevin Donohue, Mr. Brian Kelly and Mr. John 

OôNeill, completed their year on the scheme. Ms. Claire Domegan went on maternity 

leave and returned to complete her time in December. Three new participants, Mr. 

Derek Keating, Mr. Sean Glancy and Mr. James McDermott began their year at the 

Museum in June and July. We welcomed a fourth participant Ms. Noelle Timmons who 

started in early September. 

  

Museum Volunteers 
The Museum is very fortunate to have many dedicated Volunteers who assist on a daily 

basis in invigilating in the Museumôs galleries. Without their dedication we would not 

be able to operate as efficiently as we do. The Museum appreciates all of those 

wonderful Volunteers who give of their time to help us.  

 

The Carlow Volunteer Centre held their annual volunteer óThank Youô coffee morning 

in the Seven Oaks Hotel on the 16th May. The Museum staff and many volunteers 

attended this event.  

 

The Museumôs Annual Volunteerôs Christmas Party took place on Thursday 19th of 

December in the Delta Centre from 4.00pm to 6.00pm. Nearly forty volunteers and 

staff were in attendance and it was an opportunity for the Museum to formally thank all 

the wonderful volunteers that have assisted us in the past year.   

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Tá Músaem Contae Cheatharlach ina cuid de Chlár Chaighdeáin Mhúsaeim na 

hÉireann (MSPI) de chuid na Comhairle Oidhreachta a chuireann caighdeáin 

ghairmiúla chun cinn maidir le cúram a thabhairt do bhailiúcháin i músaeim agus 

dánlanna in Éirinn. Tá Músaem Contae Cheatharlach ar an gcéad mhúsaem i gContae 

Cheatharlach le páirt a ghlacadh sa chlár.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tá Músaem Contae Cheatharlach ina ball de Líonra Músaem na nÚdarás Áitiúil 

(LAMN) a dhéanann ionadaíochta ar an dá Mhúsaem Údaráis Áitiúil dhéag ar fud na 

hÉireann, músaeim a bhfuil páirt ríthábhachtach acu ó thaobh saol sóisialta, cultúrtha 

agus eacnamaíochta na réigiún de ar fud na hÉireann.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Is Músaem Ainmnithe de chuid Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann é Músaem Contae 

Cheatharlach faoi Achtanna na Séadchomharthaí Náisiúnta 1930 ï 2004. Mar gheall ar 

an ainmniú sin, tá teideal dlí ag Músaem Contae Cheatharlach ábhair seandálaíochta a 

bhailiú, a choimeád, a iarraidh agus a thaispeáint thar ceann an Stáit. Is é Dermot 

Mulligan, Coimeádaí Músaeim, an Duine Ainmnithe do Chontae Cheatharlach.  

 
Grianghraf ar an gClúdach Tosaigh: (Ó chlé go deas) An tUasal Ivan Healy, an tArd-Chonsal Onórach 

chuig Ard-Diúcacht Lucsamburg, Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, Lucsamburg, agus an Clr. John 

Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, agus iad ag nochtadh an Chros mheánaoiseach 

athchóirithe ag Rath Melsigi, Garraí Uí Bhruacháin, Contae Cheatharlach, ar 7 Lúnasa 2019. Grianghraf: 

Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach.  

 

 

Mura luaitear a mhalairt tá gach grianghraf faoi chóipcheart Músaem Contae Cheatharlach. 
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Comhaltaí Bhord Músaem Chontae Cheatharlach 

 

 
Comhaltaí Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach: 

 An Comhairleoir Fergal Browne, Cathaoirleach (ó Mheitheamh 2019)  

An Comhairleoir Andrea Dalton,   

An Comhairleoir Walter Lacey, Cathaoirleach (go dtí Bealtaine 2019)  

agus an Comhairleoir Ken Murnane (ó Mheitheamh 2019) 

 

Ainmní an Phríomhfheidhmeannaigh: 

An tUasal John Shorthall, Leabharlannaí Contae 

 

Comhaltaí Chumann Staire agus Seandálaíochta Cheatharlach: 

An tUasal Padraig Dooley, An tUasal Gary Hughes,  

An Dr Séamus Ó Murchú 

 

Rúnaí don Bhord: 

An tUasal Dermot Mulligan, Coimeádaí Músaeim 
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Bord Músaeim: 
Seo í an Tríú Tuarascáil Bhliantúil Déag de Bhord Mhúsaem Contae Cheatharlach. 

Feidhmíonn Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach an Músaem i gcomhpháirtíocht le Cuman 

Staire agus Seandálaíochta Cheatharlach (CSSC). Tá seacht mball ar an mBord,  triúr 

atá ina gComhaltaí ar Chomhairle Baile Cheatharlach, triúr ionadaithe thar ceann CSSC 

agus duine amháin atá ainmnithe ag an bPríomhfheidhmeannach. Is é Coimeádaí 

Mhúsaem Contae Ceatharlocha atá ag gníomhú mar Rúnaí don Bhord.  

 

Roghnaítear an Cathaoirleach as triúr Comhaltaí na Comhairle Baile agus triúr 

ionadaithe CSSC. Mar atá socraithe, déantar uainíocht go bliantúil ar phost an 

Chathaoirligh idir Chomhaltaí na Comhairle Contae agus ionadaithe CSSC. Toghadh an 

Comhairleoir Walter Lacey mar Chathaoirleach ag an gCruinniú Cinn Bliana 2018 i 

Nollaig 2018. I mBealtaine 2019 cuireadh na Toghcháin Áitiúla ar siúl. D'éirigh an 

Comhairleoir Walter Lacey as mar Chomhairleoir. Is é an Comhairleoir Lacey an 

Comhalta Boird is faide seirbhís go dtí seo. Tá sé ar an mBord Músaeim ó bunaíodh é 

in 2005. I Meitheamh 2019 toghadh an Comhairleoir Fergal Browne mar 

Chathaoirleach.  
 

 

 

Músaem Contae Cheatharlach, 

Sráid an Choláiste, 

Ceatharlach, 

Contae Cheatharlach, 

R93 E3T2 

Éire 

 

Guthán: 059 ï 9131554      

Ríomhphost: museum@carlowcoco.ie 

 

Gréasán:  https://carlowmuseum.ie/ 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com/carlowcountymuseum 

Facebook: facebook.com/carlowcountymuseum  

Twitter:           twitter.com/carlowcountymus 

 

Uaireanta Oscailte Músaeim: 

Luan ï Satharna 10.00 a.m. ï 4.30 p.m. Meán Fómhair go Bealtaine 

Luan ï Satharn 10.00 a.m. ï 5.00 p.m. Meitheamh ï Lúnasa 

Domhnach agus Saoire Bhainc 2.00 p.m. ï 4.30 p.m. Meitheamh ï Lúnasa 
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Cur i Láthair LMÚÁ ag Comhchoiste Oireachtais  
Déanann Líonra Músaem na nÚdarás Áitiúil (LMÚÁ) cur i láthair ag an gComhchoiste 

Oireachtais (CCO) um Chultúr, Oidhreacht agus an Ghaeltacht i dTeach Laighean Dé 

hAoine 14 Nollaig 2018. Ba iad an tUasal Liam Bradley, Músaem Contae 

Mhuineachán, Cathaoirleach, agus Judith McCarthy, Uasal, Músaem Contae Dhún na 

nGall, Leaschathaoirleach a bhí i gceannas ar an gcur i láthair LMÚÁ. Bhí Dermot 

Mulligan ann freisin ina cháil mar rúnaí an LMÚA. Reáchtáladh an cur i láthair tar éis 

don Chomhchoiste Oireachtais cuireadh a thabhairt d'eagraíochtaí ionadaíocha teacht 

chuig an gComhchoiste agus cur i láthair a dhéanamh faoi obair na músaem réigiúnach. 

Iarradh ar Ard-Mhúsaem na hÉireann, Cumann Músaem na hÉireann agus an 

Chomhairle Oidhreachta cuir i láthair a dhéanamh ar an lá.  Rinneadh beoshruthú ar na 

himeachtaí ar Oireachtas TV agus is féidir breathnú orthu ar a suíomh gréasáin.  

 

Seoladh Léarscáil Chonaire Bhaile na Tulaí 
Thacaigh foireann an Mhúsaeim le Músaem Daniel Delany, An Tulach, le seoladh a 

óstáil chun léarscáil nua a lainseáil, is é sin 'Léarscáil Chonaire Bhaile na Tulaí'. 

D'fhorbair Bailte Slachtmhara na Tulaí, an Cumann Develop Tullow agus 

Turasóireacht Cheatharlach an léarscáil tríd an scéim 'Bailte agus Sráidbhailte' a 

chomhordaíonn Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach. Seoladh an léarscáil Dé hAoine an 1ú 

de mhí Feabhra, Lá Fhéile Bríde, ba é sin an lár ar bhunaigh an tEaspag Delany an tOrd 

Brigiteach sa Tulach in 1807.  

 

Bronnadh Duaiseanna Scoileanna CSSC 
D'óstáil Cumann Staire agus Seandálaíochta Cheatharlach (CSSC) a shearmanas 

bliantúil bronnta duaiseanna le haghaidh a chomórtais staire do bhunscoileanna san 

Músaem Dé Céadaoin 27 Márta. Fuarthas beagnach céad go leith iontráil, arb é sin an 

líon iontrálacha is airde riamh. Bhí Kate Sommers ó Scoil Náisiúnta Bhalana sa chéad 

áit; bhí Kevin McKeon, Scoil Náisiúnta Cheatharlach sa dara háite agus bhí Reuben 

McCarthy, Scoil Pádraig Naofa, An Tulach, sa tríú háit.  
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Buaiteoirí Dhuaiseanna Chomórtas Staire CSSC do Bhunscoileanna 2019 

(č chle go deas) An tUasal Pat OôNeill, Uachtar§n CSSC, Reuben McCarthy, Scoil 

Phádraig Naofa, An Tulach, Kate Somers, Scoil Náisiúnta Bhalana, Kevin McKeon, 

Scoil Náisiúnta Cheatharlach, agus an tUasal Richard Codd, Comhordaitheoir 

Comórtais.  

 

Ciorcal Gaeilge 
Ghlac an Músaem páirt ghníomhach arís i gcur chun cinn na Gaeilge i mbliana. 

D'oibrigh sé le Glór Cheatharlach chun Ciorcal Gaeilge seachtainiúil agus imeachtaí ar 

leith eile a óstáil. I mí an Mhárta, mar chuid de Sheachtain na Gaeilge, taispeánadh 

roinnt scannán Gaeilge mar chuid den chiorcal Gaeilge seachtainiúil sa Mhúsaem. Thug 

TG4 cuairt ar an mbaile agus chuir siad foireann Ghlór, na Leabharlainne agus an 

Mhúsaeim faoi agallamh. Craoladh an mhír ar TG4, a mhair thart ar chúig nóiméad, Dé 

Domhnaigh 10 Aibreán.   

D'Fhéile an Fhómhair i mí Dheireadh Fómhair, d'óstáil an Músaem Ciorcal Gaeilge 

speisialta Dé Céadaoin 9 Deireadh Fómhair arna eagrú ag Glór Cheatharlach.   

 

Lá Fhéile Laisrén 
Bíonn Lá Fhéile Laisrén ar 18 Aibreán. Ós rud é go raibh sé ar siúl Déardaoin Mandála 

i mbliana, cuireadh an comóradh bliantúil i Seanleithghlinn siar go dtí tráthnóna Dé 

Sathairn 20 Aibreán. Mar chuid den chomóradh, bíonn seirbhís éacúiméineach ar siúl in 
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Ardeaglais Laisrén, agus aoichainteoir mar chuid di, agus ina dhiaidh sin bíonn 

mórshiúl go dtí Tobar Beannaithe Molaise in aice láimhe, áit a gcuirtear deireadh leis 

an tseirbhís. Ba é Dermot Mulligan, Coimeádaí Músaeim, an t-aoichainteoir i mbliana.  

 

Comóradh suntasach is ea Lá Fhéile Laisrén mar is comóradh éacúiméineach é. Dar leis 

an Dr Louise Nugent, ón eagraíocht 'Pilgrimage in Medieval Ireland', tá an lá féile seo 

ar cheann den líon beag, murab é an t-aon cheann, laethanta féile in Éirinn a 

bhfreastalaíonn Easpaig Eaglais na hÉireann agus Easpaig Chaitliceacha air go rialta 

chun comóradh a dhéanamh in onóir an chéad easpaig Leithghlinne. Chomh maith leis 

sin, tá sé ar cheann den ghrúpa beag oilithreachtaí éacúiméineacha a dhíríonn ar 

phátrún nó lá féile ag tobair bheannaithe in Éirinn trína dtagann an dá phobal le chéile 

chun comóradh a dhéanamh ar naomhphátrún gach deoise agus ar láthair an 

phríomhshéipéil i ngach deoise.  Tá an mórshiúl ó Ardeaglais Laisrén go dtí an Tobar 

Beannaithe in aice láimhe, a bhíonn ar siúl go díreach i ndiaidh an chomóraidh, ar 

cheann den líon beag a bhíonn ar siúl sa tír i gcomhthéacs oilithreachta.  

 

  
 

Cruinniú na nÓg, Tochailt Mhór agus Ceardlanna Callagrafaíochta ag Músaem Contae 

Cheatharlach 

Cruinniú na nÓg 
Rinneamar comóradh ar Chruinniú na nÓg Dé Sathairn 15 Meitheamh. Bhí dhá 

Cheardlann Challagrafaíochta iontacha ar siúl le Tim O'Neill a bhfuil aitheantas 

forleathan air mar dhuine de na callagrafaithe is fearr in Éirinn sa lá atá inniu ann. Ar 

an iomlán, bhain 35 páiste, agus roinnt daoine fásta, triail as máistreacht a fháil ar an 

gceird seo a chaitheadh na manaigh blianta á foghlaim. Tá stair agus traidisiún iontach 

callagrafaíochta ag Ceatharlach agus táirgeadh lámhscríbhinní dathmhaisithe. Sa 7ú 

haois agus san 8ú haois, bhí mainistreacha i gContae Cheatharlach ag déanamh leabhair 

áille as veilleam. Tá roinnt de na leabhair seo fós againn, Leabhar Moling ó Naomh 

Moling agus Féilire Willibrord ó Rath Melsigi, Garraí Uí Bhruacháin, san áireamh. Ar 

chúl fhoirgneamh an Mhúsaeim, bhí an Tochailt Mhór ('Big Dig') ar siúl le linn an lae. 

Fuair na páistí ceacht praiticiúil maidir le saol an tseandálaí. Is cuid den Chlár Éire 
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Ildánach é Cruinniú na nÓg agus is é Oifig Ealaíon Chomhairle Contae Cheathrlach a 

chomhordaíonn agus a bhainistíonn é.  

 

 
 

Ceardlanna Callagrafaíochta Chruinniú na nÓg 

Bhí an t-ádh ar roinnt de na páistí ceardlann speisialta challagrafaíochta a dhéanamh le Tim O'Neill agus 

foghlaim faoi rúnda ár lámhscríbhinní.  

Comhdháil IRTP, Béalgrád 
Ó 26 go dtí 29 Meitheamh, bhí an 11ú comhdháil Idirnáisiúnta Turasóireachta 

Creidimh agus Oilithreachta (International Religious Tourism and Pilgrimage, nó 

IRTP) ar siúl in Ollscoil Singidunum, Béalgrád, Serbia. D'fhreastail Dermot Mulligan, 

Coimeádaí Músaeim, ar an gcomhdháil agus chuir sé páipéar i láthair faoi Naomh 

Willibrord, Naomhphátrún Lucsamburg agus Céad Aspal na hÍsiltíre agus a cheangal le 

Contae Cheatharlach. Cuireadh caoga páipéar i láthair ag an gcomhdháil ó dhaoine as 

sé thír is fiche, Meiriceá, An Astráil, An Rúis, Ceanada, Sasana agus an Iodáil san 

áireamh. Chlúdaigh an chomhdháil dhea-eagraithe raon topaicí agus forbairtí a 

bhaineann le turasóireacht chreidimh. In 2012, óstáladh an chomhdháil IRTP in Éirinn 

agus labhair Dermot ansin faoi na Conairí Cheatharlach mar chuid den tionscadal 

'Saints'.  
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Naomh Willibrord 
Ó Dé Máirt 6 Lúnasa go dtí Dé hAoine 9 Lúnasa, chuir Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach 

fáilte roimh thoscaireacht ó Echternach, Lucsamburg, agus Yves Wengler, Méara 

Echternach i gceannas uirthi, mar chuid d'athnuachan leanúnach an chairdis idir an dá 

cheantar. Ba iad buaicphointí na cuairte ná síniú an Chomhaontú Cairdis idir an dá 

Chomhairle agus nochtadh na croise ón meánaois luath a ndearnadh athchóiriú uirthi, 

Cros Rath Melsigi. Bhí an Comhairleoir John Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle 

Contae Cheatharlach, i gceannas ar an ngrúpa a chuir fáilte roimh na cuairteoirí thar 

ceann Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach. Chomhordaigh Músaem Contae Cheatharlach 

a gcuairt ar an gcontae.  

 

 
 

     (Ó chlé go deas) An tUasal Ivan Healy, an tArd-Chonsal Onórach chuig Ard-Diúcacht Lucsamburg, 

Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, Lucsamburg, agus an Clr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle 

Contae Cheatharlach, agus iad ag nochtadh an Chros mheánaoiseach athchóirithe ag Rath Melsigi, Garraí 

Uí Bhruacháin, Contae Cheatharlach, ar 7 Lúnasa 2019. Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae 

Cheatharlach. 
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Ó 2000 tháinig roinnt toscaireachtaí ar cuairt chuig an dá bhaile. Ba rud suntasach é go 

raibh Comhairle Echternach i gceannas ar an gcéad chuairt. In éineacht le Méara 

Wengler bhí na Bardasaigh Ben Scheuer agus Luc Birgen agus na Comhairleoirí Jean-

Claude Strasser, Ricardo Pacheco agus Christophe Origer. Chomh maith leis sin bhí 

comhaltaí den Willibrordus Bauverein (Fondúireacht Willibrord) chun tosaigh ó thaobh 

ceangal idir an dá limistéar a athbhunú. Ina measc siúd bhí Pierre Kauthen, an 

tIaruachtarán agus Alain Muller, comhordaitheoir na cuairte. Bhí Ivan Healy, an tArd-

Chonsal Onórach chuig Ard-Diúcacht Lucsamburg, in éineacht leis an ngrúpa agus é ag 

déanamh a chéad chuairte ar an gcontae ina cháil mar Ard-Chonsal.  

 

Buaicphointe na gceithre lá ba ea é an lá iomlán, Dé Céadaoin 7 Lúnasa, a caitheadh ag 

dul timpeall áiteanna a bhaineann le Naomh Willibrord i gContae Cheatharlach. 

Chruinnigh an toscaireacht le chéile ag meán lae, le grúpa daoine dar tugadh cuireadh, 

ag Rath Melsigi, Garraí Uí Bhruacháin, thart ar chros ón meánaois luath a ndearnadh 

athchóiriú air le déanaí. Is é sin an t-aon rud den lonnaíocht mhanachúil atá fágtha i 

gContae Cheatharlach anois. Tá an chros ina píosaí le tamall fada. Le roinnt míonna 

anuas, d'athchóirigh na Séadchomharthaí Náisiúnta, Craobh Chill Chainnigh, Oifig na 

nOibreacha Poiblí, i gcomhar le Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach, trí Mhúsaem Contae 

Cheatharlach, an chros.  
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Grianghraf grúpa de na daoine a bhí ann nuair a nochtadh Cros Rath Melsigi.  

Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach 

 

Ina aitheasc fáilte ag Rath Melsigi, dúirt Cathaoirleach John Prender: "Ba anseo i Rath 

Melsigi, a raibh ina lonnaíocht eaglasta ba thábhachtaí in Éirinn sa 7ú haois agus san 8ú 

haois, a chaith Willibrord dhá bhliain déag faoi oiliúint Naomh Ecgberct Rath Melsigi 

agus Iona. Is dócha gur oirníodh Willibrord agus a chomhghleacaithe ag an mainistir 

atá in aice láimhe, Seanleithghlinn, suíochán Easpag Leithghlinne." Dúirt Méara 

Wengler: "Tá ár bhfanacht i gContae Cheatharlach an-suimiúil ar fad. Tá clár an-

ghnóthach againn agus beidh go leor cuairteanna agus cruinnithe suimiúla againn. Ach 

ceapaim gurb é an t-imeacht is iontaí ná ath-thiomnú na croise ón 7ú haois ag Rath 

Melsigi. Is é an áit seo an ceangal díreach a bhí ag Naomh Willibrord idir Ceatharlach 

agus Echternach." Dúirt an Consal Onórach Healy ina aitheasc go rabhamar inár 

seasamh ar thalamh beannaithe a cheangail Contae Cheatharlach agus Echternach ar 

feadh 1,300 bliain.  

 

Nocht Cathaoirleach Pender, in éineacht le Méara Wengler agus Consal Onórach 

Healy, an cros athchóirithe ón 7ú haois a mbíodh Naomh Willibrord ina sheasamh in 

aice leis. Ansin rinne an Sár-Oirmhinneach Denis Nulty, Easpag Chill Dara agus 

Leithghlinne, an tArd-deagánach Robin Bantry-White agus an Canónach Nancy 

Gillespie an t-ath-thiomnú éacúiméineach le haghaidh Chros Rath Melsigi. Dúradh 

Liodán Naomh Willibrord agus cuireadh deireadh leis an searmanas nochta. Tháinig na 

daoine ar fad le chéile i gciorcal agus thug siad faoin 'bpreabadh ar leathchos' a 

dhéantar gach bliain in Echternach in onóir Naomh Willibrord. Tá Stádas Oidhreachta 

Domhanda UNESCO agus an 'morshiúl preabtha ar leathchos'.  

 

Níos déanaí sa lá, thug an toscaireacht cuairt ar Halla an Bhaile, áit ar chruinnigh an dá 

Chomhairle agus rinne Cathaoirleach Pender an t-aitheasc fáilte. Thug Kathleen 

Holohan, Príomhfheidhmeannach Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, achoimre ar fhís 

na Comhairle do Chontae Cheatharlach agus d'aithin sí an ceangal fada stairiúil 
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tábhachtach idir Ceatharlach agus Echternach. Ansin shínigh Cathaoirleach Pender 

agus Méara Wengler cóipeanna sínithe den Chomhaontú Cairdis.  

 

 
 

     Comhaontú Cairdis 

(Ó chlé go deas) Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, agus an Comhairleoir John Pender, Cathaoirleach 

Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, i Halla an Bhaile, Ceatharlach, leis na Comhaontuithe Cairdis sínithe. 

Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach. 
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Cur i Láthair Chros Rath Melsigi  

Tugann an Comhairleoir John Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, grianghraf 

frámaithe de Chros Rath Melsigi do Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, lena chur ar taispeáin in 

Echternach. Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach. 

 

Bhí dearmad déanta ar cheangal Naomh Willibrord le Ceatharlach, den chuid ba mhó, 

go dtí 1982 nuair a thosaigh an tOllamh Dáibhí Ó Cróinín, an Roinn Staire, Ollscoil na 

hÉireann, Gaillimh, ag déanamh taighde ar an ngné seo dár stair. Le linn na seacht 

mbliana déag is fiche ó shin, rinneadh an ceangal stairiúil idir an dá cheantar a bhunú 

arís. Bhí an tOllamh Ó Cróinín i láthair agus an nochtadh agus dúirt sé: "Tá Rath 

Melsigi ag croílár chaidreamh na hÉireann agus caidreamh Shasana le mór-Roinn na 

hEorpa go luath sa Mheánaois. Ón áit seo, chuir grúpa Éireannach agus Sasanach chun 

bóthair in AD 690. Chuaigh siad ar aistear a athróidh tírdhreach creidimh agus 

polaitiúil na hEorpa ó bhun go deo agus leag siad an bhunchloch le haghaidh na 

hathbheochana móire cultúrtha a tharla sna blianta suas go dtí AD 800, athbheochan a 

dtugann scoláirí an Renaissance Cairilínseach uirthi." 

 

Níos luaithe sa lá, chuaigh an toscaireacht ar thuras treoraithe ar Mhúsaem Contae 

Cheatharlach agus chaith siad am ag amharc ar an taispeántas speisialta faoi Naomh 

Willibrord a bhí ar taispeáint ag an Músaem ó 2017. Tá an Músaem ag comhordú na 

teagmhála agus na n-imeachtaí ar thaobh Cheatharlach le blianta fada anuas.  

 

Chuir an tEaspag Nulty, an tAthair Ruairí Ó Domhnaigh, Riarthóir agus an Moinsíneoir 

Brendan Byrne fáilte roimh an ngrúpa chuig Ardeaglais na Deastógála. Chas comhaltaí 

den bhanna Presentation Band roinnt príosaí ceoil le linn a gcuairte ar an Ardeaglais. 

Bhí an toscaireacht sásta taise Naomh Willibrord a fheiceáil ar taispeáint, an dealbh 

álann cré-umha a bhronn muintir Echternach ar Chontae Cheatharlach in 2017 chun 

buíochas a ghabháil do Cheatharlach as oiliúint a chur ar Naomh Willibrord agus as é a 

oirniú.  
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     Cros Rath Melsigi ï Roimh an Athchóiriú agus Tar Éis an Athchóirithe 
 

 




































