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An Chombhairle Qidhreachta (///)-‘"
The Heritage Council {\\@
R

Carl ow County Museum is part of the Heritage
Programme of Ireland{SPI) which promotes professional standards in the care of

collections in Irish museums and galleri€srlow County Museum is the first museum

in County Carlow to participate in the programme.

LOCAL @i
AUTHORITY
MUSEUMS’
NETWORK

Carlow County Museum israember of the Local Authority Muselam® Net wor k
(L.A.M.N) whichrepresents thievelve Local Authority Museums across Ireland,

which play a vital role in the social, cultural and economic life of regions across
Ireland.

nmuseun

National Museum of Ireland
Ard-Mhtisaem na hEireann

Carlow County Museum isesignated Museum by the National Museof Ireland
under theNational Monuments Acts 19302004 Under this designation, Carlow
County Museuns legally entitled taollect, retain request and displarchaeological
objects on behalf of the Stat@ermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, is the Dgsated
Person for County Carlow.

Front Cover photograph: (L to R) Mr. lvan Healy, Honorary Consul General to the Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg, Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach, Luxembourg, and ClIr. Behder Cathaoirleach

of Carlow County Councilunveiling the restored medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi, Garryhundon. Co.
Carlow, on the 7" of August 2019Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council.

Unlessotherwise stated all photographs are the copyright of Carlow County Museum.
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Members of the Board of Carlow County Museum

Carlow County Council Members:
ClIr. Fergal BrowneChairperson (from June 2019)
Cllr. Andrea Dalton
Cllr. Walter Lacey Chairpersorjuntil May 2019)
and ClIr. Ken Murnanéfrom June 2019)

Chief Executived s No:mi nee
Mr. John Shortall, County Librarian

Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society Members:
Mr. Padrag Dooley, Mr. Gary Hughes
Dr Séamus O Murchu

Secretary to the Board:
Mr. Dermot Mulligan,MuseumCurator



Museum Board:

This isthe ThirteenthAnnual Report of the &8ard of Carlow County Museurithe
Museum is operated by Carlow County Counctipartnership with the Carlow
Historical & Archaeological SocietfCHAS). The Board consists of seven members,
three Members of Carlow County Council, threpresentatives of tlgHAS and a

Chi ef EXx e c utTheCearatar of Carlow Gowny Museum acts as Secretary
to the Board.

The Chairpersors chosen from the three Members loé County Counciland the three
CHAS represntativesAs agreed the @ition of Chairpersoalternats on an annual

basis between thidembers of th&€ountyCouncil and the CHAS representatives
December 208 a the 20B AGM ClIr Walter Laceywas elected Chairpersadn. May

2019 the Local Elections were held. Cllr Waltexcey retired as a Councillor. Clir

Lacey is the longest serving Board Member, to date, having served on the Museum
Board since it was established in 2005. In June 2019 ClIr Fergal Browne was elected
the new Chairperson.

Carlow County Museum,
College Steet,

Carlow Town,

Co. Carlow,

R93 E3T2

Ireland

Tel: 05971 9131554
Email: museum@carlowcoco.ie

Web: https://carlowmuseum.ie/

YouTube www.youtube.com/carlowcountymuseum
Facebook: facebook.com/carlowcountymuseum
Twitter: twitter.com/calowcountymus

Museum Opening Hours:

Monday- Saturday 10.00am4.30pm September to May
Monday- Saturday 10.00am5.00pm June August
Sundays & Banks Holidays 2.00pm.30pm Juné& August
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L.A.M.N J.O.C Presentation

On Friday 14 of Decembef01§ t he Local Authority Museums?®o
make a presentation to the Joint Oireaslf@ommitte¢JOC)on Culture, Heritage &

the Gaeltachin Leinster HouseTheLAMN presentationvasled by Mr. Liam

Bradley, Monaghan County Museum, Chairperson and Ms. Judith McCarthy, Donegal

County Museum, Vic&€hair.Dermot Mulligan, as secretary d¢fea LAMN, was also in

attendance. The presentatimame about froman invitation from the JOC to museum

representative organisations to come and present about the work of regional museums.

The National Museum of Ireland, the Irish Museums Association andéhitage
Councilwerealsoasked to make presentations on the day. The proceedangs

streamed live on Oireachtas Bvid can be viewed on their website

Tullow Town Trail Map Launched

Museum staff assisted the Daniel Delany Museum, Tullow, in lgp8imlaunch of the

n e wulldv TownTrailMapd . The map was developed by Tull
Develop Tullow Associationand Carlolo ur i sm t hr ough the O6Towns &
scheme coordinated by Carlow County Council. The map was launched on Friofay 1
Feboruary, St. Brigidodos Day, the day that Bi sh
Tullow in 1807.

CHAS Schools Prize Giving

On Wednesdalarch27", the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society (CHAS)
held their annual primary school history competitprize giving ceremony in the
Museum. The competition saw near one hundred and fifty entries, the highest ever.
First place went to Kate Sommers of Ballon NS; second place to Kevin McKeon,
Carlow NS and third place to Reuben McCarthy, Scoil Padraigayaaflow.
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CHAS NS History Prize Competition 2019 Winners
(L to R) Mr. Pat OONeill, President of CHA.
Naofa, Tullow, Kate Somers, Ballon NS, Kevin McKeon, Carlow NS, and Mr. Richard
Codd, Competition Coordinator.

Ciorcal Gaeilge

The Museum again played an active part in the promotion of the Irish language
working throughout the year with Glor Cheatharlach to host the weekly Ciorcal Gaeilge
and other specific eventst March or Seachtain na Gaeilgeveral shorrish
languagebased films were played as part of the weekly Irish circle in the Museum.
TG4 visited the town and interviewed staff of Glér, the Library and the Museum. The
approximately fiveminute long report was broadcast on TG4 on Sunday Apfil 23

part of the

In October for thé-éile an Fhomhair festivéthe Museum hosted a special Ciorcal
Gaeilge on the Wednesday @ctober organised by Gl6r Cheatharlach.

{[Gd [FASNAFYQE CSIFad 518

St. Laseriands Fe'asitfeldakyty Thadddy,she@onoal Apr i | 18
celebrations in Old Leighlin were deferred until the afternoon of Saturdzp2a.

The celebrations consist of an ecumenical se
guest speaker, followed by a procession togebySt. Mo | ai seds Holy Well w
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the service concludes. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, was the guest speaker this
year.

The celebration of St. Laseriand6s Feast Day
celebration. According to Dr Louise Nugent, of Pilgrimag®edieval Ireland, this

feast day is one of the few, if not the only one, in Ireland at which both Church of

Ireland & Roman Catholic Bishops regularly attend the celebration to honour the first

Bishop of Leighlin. It is also one of a small group of eeuninal pilgrimages that are

focused around a pattern or feast day at holy wells in Ireland where both communities

jointly celebratdogether the patron saint of each diocese and on the site of the mother

church of each diocese. The procession from StrLasan 6 s Cat hedr al t o t hi
Holy Well, thatis undertaka immediately after the celebration, is one of only a

handful that take place in the country in the context of pilgrimage.

Cruinnit na nOg Big Dig and Calligraphy Workshops at Carlow County Museum

Cruinnid na nOg

On Saturdaylunel5" we celebrated Cruinniti na nOg with two incredible Calligraphy
Wor kshops, pr es e widetydckriowledded tmbe@h@ finNse i | |
contemporary calligrapher in Ireland. In all, 35 childrmawell as a f& adults tried

their hand at mastering a craft that the monks would spend years le@ailoyv has a
fantastic history and tradition of calligraphy and producing illuminated manuscripts. In
the 7" and &' centuries, monasteries in County Carlow weapcing fabulous books
made of vellum. A number of these books survive to this day, including the Book of
Mulling from Saint Mullins and the Calendar of Willibrord from Rath Melsigi,
GarryhundonAt the rearof the Museunbuilding, the Big Dig took placentoughout

the day, with children getting a practical lesson on the life of an archaeo@gistnit
na nQOg is part of the Creative Ireland Programmeveaasdcoordinated and managed by
Carlow County Council Arts Office.



Cruinnit na nOg Calligraphy Wo rkshops
Some of the children who were lucky to complete
Neill where they discovered the secrets of manuscripts

IRTP Conference, Belgrade

From the 28 to the 29' of June, the 1" International Regjious Tourism and

Pilgrimage (IRTP) conference took place in the Singidunum University, Belgrade,
Serbia. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, attended and presented a paper on St.
Willibrord, Patron Saint of Luxembourg and the First Apostle of the Netheslamd

his County Carlow Connection. The conference had fifty papers presented by people
from twentysix countries, including America, Australia, Russia, Canada, England and
Italy. The well organised conference covered a variety of topics and developments
relating to religious tourism. In 2012, the IRTP conference was hosted in Ireland and
Dermot spoke then about the Carlow Trails of the Saints project.

St. Willibrord

From Tuesday'6to Friday 9" of August Carlow CountyCouncilwelcomed a

delegation fran Echternach, Luxembourg, led by Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach,
as part of the ongoing renewal of friendship between both areas. The highlights of the
visit were the signing of a Friendship Agreement between both Councils and the
unveiling of the rested early medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi. Cllr. John Pender,

8
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Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, led the welcome by Carlow County Council.
Their visit to the county was coordinated by Carlow County Museum.

(L to R) Mr. Ivan Healy, Honorary Gwul General to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, Yves Wengler,
Mayor of Echternach, Luxembourg, and CliIr. J&tenderCathaoirleach of Carlow County Council
unveiling the restored medieval Cross of Rath Melsigi, Garryhundon. Co. Gariaive 7" of Augus
2019.Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council.




Since 2000 there have been several visits by delegations to both towns. Significantly,
this visit was the first led by the Echternach Council. Accompanying Mayor Wengler
were AldermerBen Scheueand Luc Birgen with CouncillordeanClaude Strasser,
Ricardo Pacheco arhristophe Origer. Also present were members of the
Willibrordus Bauvereir{Willibrord Foundation) who have been to the fore of re
establishing contact between both areas. Among ti@sPierre Kauthen, former
President and Alain Muller, visit coordinator. The group were joineldtdny Healy,
Honorary Consul General to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, making this his first
visit to the county as Honorary Consul.

The highlight of thedur days was on Wednesddy August last when the entire day

was devoted to exploring places associated with St. Willibrord in County Carlow. At
midday, the delegation, with an invited audience, gathered at Rath Melsigi,
Garryhundon, County Carlow, aroutite recently restored early medieval cross, which
is now all that remains in County Carlow of the monastic settlement. The cross has for
a long time been in several pieces and in recent months the National Monuments,
Kilkenny Branch, OPW, in partnershigtiv Carlow County Council, through Carlow
County Museum, restored the cross.

Group photo of the attendees at the Rath Melsigi Cross unveiling.
Photograph: Paul Curran, Carlow County Council

In his welcome to Rath Melsigi, Cathaoirleach John Peradérd fAi t i s here, at
Mel sigi, lrelandés most i mp'and$xenturiegccl esi ast
that Willibrord spent twelve years being trained under the guidance of St. Ecgberct of

Rath Melsigi and lona. It is very likely, that Willilwrd and his colleagues were

ordained at the near by monastery of Ol d Leig
Mayor Wengler said AOur stay in County Carlo
filled program with a lot of interesting visits and meesingut | think that the most

exciting moment was the rededication of the 7th century cross at Rath Melsigi. This

10



place is the direct Iink from Carlow to Echt
Healy in his speech said that we were standing on holyngl that joined both County
Carlow and Echternach through nearly 1,300 years of history.

Cathaoirleach Pender along with Mayor Wengler and Honorary Consul Healy unveiled

the restored 7 century cross that St. Willibrord would have stood beside. Theen t

Most Reverend Denis Nulty, Bishop of Kildare & Leighlin, Archdeacon Robin Bantry

White and Canon Nancy Gillespie led the ecumenical rededication of the Cross of Rath

Melsigi. The Litany of St. Willibrord was recited, and the unveiling ceremony

concludedvi t h al | present gathering in a circle
celebrated each year in Echternach in honour
processiond has UNESCO Worl d Heritage Status

Later in the day, the delegation visited the Townl Malere both Councils met, being

welcomed byCathaoirleach Penddfathleen Holohan, ief Executiveof Carlow

County Council, outlined the Council s Vvisio
the long and important historical link between both Carlow asfdeEnach. Then both

Cathaoirleach Pender and Mayor Wengler signed copies of the Friendship Agreement.

(OF LUXEMBOURG, '

STLE OF THE

Friendship Agreement
(L to R) Yves Wengler, Mayor of Echternach, and Clir. JBlendeyCathaoirleach of Carlow County
Council,in the Town Hdl Carlow, with the signe&riendshipAgreements.
PhotographPaul Curran, Carlow County Council.
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Rath Melsigi Cross Presentation
ClIr. JohnPendefCathaoirleach of Carlow County Counpilesentsfves Wengler, Mayor of
Echternachwith a framed photogph of the Cross of Rath Melsigi for display in Echternach.
PhotographPaul Curran, Carlow County Council.

Through the mists of time St. Wi llibrordods C
been forgotten until 1982 whérof. Daibhi O Créinin, Deparent of History, NUI

Galway, began researching this aspect of our hist@wegr the course of the last thirty

seven years this historical connection between both areas has{es¢abieshed. Prof

¢ Cr-in2n was pr esent RahtMdsigihsettheheartafthe ng and h
Irish and English engagement with the contirierihe Early Middle Ages. From here a

group of Irishmen and Englishmen set out in AD 690 on a voyage that would transform

the religious and political landscape of Europe forewerlay the foundations for the

great cultural revival of the decades leading up to AD 800 that scholars call The
Carolingian Renaissance. 0

Earlier in the day the delegation had a guided tour of Carlow County Museum and

spent time viewing the special Stillrord exhibition that the Museum has displayed
since 2017. The Museum has been coordinating the contact and events from the Carlow
side for many years now.

Thegroupwere welcomed to the Cathedral of the Assumption bytsleop Nulty, Fr

Ruairi O Danhnaill, Administratorand Monsignor Brendan Byrnklembers of the

Presentation Band played several pieces of music during their visit to the Cathedral.

The delegation was pleased to see the Relic of St. Willibrord on display, the beautiful

bronze statueifjed to County Carlow in 2017 by the people of Echternach to say

AThank Youdo to Carlow for training and ordai

12



Rath Melsigi Crossi Before and After Restoration
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In the afternoon the delegation were welcomed to Leighligertay local historian

Martin Nevin. Martin was one of the original contacts between both areas and he had

welcomed the first tour from Echternach to Carlow in 2000. The delegation were

welcomed to Old Leighlin by Archdeac&obin BantryWhite, Canon Nancillespie

and George Kidd, where they guided them fron
Cathedral, the site of where St. Willibrord and his colleagues were possibly ordained.

The delegation also visited Visual, Borris House, St. Mullins and hadkeng/éour of
Carlow Town.The Autumn edition of Archaeology Ireland featured a report on the
unveiling of the Cross of Rath Melsigi.

During late 2018 and early 2019 the British Library hosted a major exhibition of
international standing on Angi®axonmanuscriptsThe exhibition featured one

hundred and eighty medieval manuscripts from around Europe that had a connection to
the AngloSaxon world in the United Kingdom. The initial part of the exhibition,

dealing with the early medieval period, featuredesal books associated with Rath

Mel si gi, County Carl ow. One was the 6Cal enda
BibliothequeNationale dd-ranceand was written here in Carlow in advance of St.
Willibrordés mission to thelddrmtriomamts. sT hgen ad

the oldest dateable signature of an English person. Also featured, was the Durham
Gospels, which was quite likely written in Rath Melsigi under the guidance of St.
Ecgberct, who led the mission from Northumbria to County Carlow i‘tteentury.

Echternach Delegation Visits Carlow County Museum

On Wednesday September™ie welcomed 34 members of tB& Jakobus und
Johannes Gilde, Emmerich am Rhein, Germ&uil¢l of St. John and St. James
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Rhineland) to the county. They stayir two nights in the Seven Oaks Hotel and were
here in the county to follow in the footsteps of St. Willibrord, St. Brigid and St. James.

St. Willibrord and his missionaries spent timé&emmerich am Rheiand his influence
is still there to this dayin the Church of St. Martin is displayed tHecentury Relic
presented to St. Willibrord by Pope Sergius in AD 695.

St. Brigid (Brigida as they call her) is also known in this area, while it is not believed

she | eft 1 rel andtwasbroaght totlhe srea by $t.éVillibrardhand her c ul
his colleagues. As part of their tour they \adiSt. Mullins and ok interestin the Cell

of St. James, where he was venerated.

They also visited the Museum, bolgyWellCat hedr al
and St. Mullins.

Dr. Hans Jurgen Arens, the leader of the group visited County Carlow in June 2018.
Subsequently he invited Dermot Mulligan to visit Emmerich am Rhein and present a
paper at their conference in November 2018.

The Feast of St. Wibrord fell on Thursday  NovemberThat morning, Bishop

Denis Nulty lead the celebrations in the Cathedral of the Assumpti@secondSt.

Willibrord Biennial Lectur¢s¢ ook pl ace at 7.00pm in St. Lase
Leighlin. The evening begamith Vespers, led by the Very Revd Tom Gordon, Dean of

St. Laseriands, and then the | ecture coordin
Wycherl ey, Maynooth University, delivered an
in Medieval Ireland: Power, Fato nage and Devotionbo.

(L to R) Padraig Dooley, President of CHAS & Museum Board Memlz#m McDarby, Staff Officer,
Carlow County Museum; Dr Niamh Wycherley, Maynooth University and the Very Revd Tom Gordon,
Dean of St L as dheStaMilibrerd BleartiahLecturea |l , a't
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Heritage Week 2019

Heritage Week 201@®ok place nationally from the 1o the 2% August.The Carlow

Library Service coordinatkthe publicity for County CarlowCarlow County Museum

in partnership with Myshall Muintira Tire and the Myshall Community Centre

preseeda | e Saint Cobumbarus and the Making of Eurdpeby Dr Al exander
Ob6Har a, Department of Mediaeval Hi £t ory, Uni
August at 8.00pm in the Myshall Community Centre.

Inthe

footsteps of
st Columbanus

St Columbanus Heritage Week 2019 Lecture
Dr Al exander OO6Har a, presenting his |lecture, 6Saint
Myshall Community Centre.

It i s believed that St. Codtwmt alnerisn svaesr & oa md
recent years the community of Myshall have engaged in increasing the knowledge of

him the areaHis journey took him from here to the north of Ireland to Bangor, Co.

Down, whose monastery had a close association with Carlow town.Bangor,

Columbanus set off on his great missionary journey to the continent where he founded

many monasteries including Luxeuil in France and Bobbio in Italy. Columbanus was
described by Cardinal Tom8s ¢ Fiarfch as 061 re
abbot, preacher and teacheré. He founded mon
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corresponded with popes. Many of Columbanusaé
inspire and encourage.

St Columbanus Heritage Week 219 Lecture

In 1950, following the devastation of World War 1l, a group of statesmen and scholars

from across Europe met in Luxelgis-Bains in eastern France to commemorate the

14" centenary of the birth of Columbanus, and to discuss plans for tie @itEurope.

The founding of the modern European Union can be traced to this gathering. Dr

ObHarab6és |l ecture | ooked at the surprising in
French Foreign Minister and a founding father of the European Union, and Hdshan

immigrant from the edge of Europe was one of the first to voice the concept of a united

Europe.

Dr Al exander O6Hara is Honorary Research Fel
History, University of St Andrews. He is the authodohas of Bobbio ahthe Legacy

of Columbanus: Sanctity and Community in the Seventh Ceandyeditor

of Columbanus and the Peoples of PRetan Europeboth published by Oxford

University Press in 2018.
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Carlow Scouts Exhibition

Carlow County Museum in partnershifith the 5" Carlow (Town) Scouts developed
and officially openedhe exhibition, "On My Honour | Will Try..Scouting in Carlow,
90 Years Growing to mark their 98 anniversaryApproximately me hundred and
fifty guests attended the launch of this exhibitnFriday 18' September, in the
Museund ®6 Hanr ahan Gall ery

The Scouts were out in full force with all ages represented, with Beavers, Cubs, Scouts,
Venture Scouts and Rover Scouts all decked out in their uniforms.

5 Carlow (Town) Scouts
Some ofthe 8" Carlow (Town) Scout Leaders and Vent@eputsat the launch of
"On My Honour I Will Try..Scouting in Carl ow,

Speeches by Clir. John Pender, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council and ClIIr.
Fergal Browne, Chairperson of the Boaf Carlow County Museum, acknowledged

the growth and development of the Scouts in Carlow. The founding of Scouting began
in England when Robert Badé&owell held the first Scout Camp in 1907. The

movement spread worldwide and in 1929 the 1st Carlow Twagpestablished. 90

years later the 5th Carlow Town Scout Group is still going strong with a membership of
approximately 200.

Gale Scanlon, Group Leader of tHeGarlow (Town) Scouts, along with Brendan

Hoyne, County Commissioner, made surprise prasiens to Kevin Murphy,

Provincial Commissioner, Sean Scanlon, former Group Leader of'tBarfow

(Town) Scouts, and Colin Whelan, Chairperson of th&€arlow(Town) Scouts, for

longt erm service to Scouting. T9Bre was al so &
18



Anniversaryo6 necker chiClrfFergahBaodre, Charpegane st s, i n
of the Museum Board, CllAndrea Calton, Mayor of the Municipal Distriabf Carlow,

Maureen Murphy, President of the Irish Girl Guides, Fr. Ger Ahern, former Chaplin

the 3" Carlow (Town) Scouts, and other Scout leaders.

Opening of'"On My Honour | Wil Try..Scouting in Carl ow
(L to R) ClIr. Fergal Browne, Chairperson of the Museum Bp&tll. Andrea Dalton, Mayor of the
Municipal District ofCarlow, Mr. Martin Doogue, former Assistant Scoutmasté&r&15" Carlow Troop
of the AssumptionMr. Colin Whelan, Chairperson of th& Earlow (Town) Scouts; Clir. John Pender,
Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council and Mr. Sean Farrell along withrnabmr ofthdB e a v.er 6 s

Of course, It wouldndét be a Scout event with
Farrell |l ed the audience in a roédsing rendit

special 98 Birthday Cake was presented to celebrate therisachievement of the
Scouts in Carlow
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90" Anniversary Birthday Cake
(L to R) Mr. Colin Whelan, Chairperson of th& 6arlow (Town) Scouts; Gale Scanlon, Group Leader
of the 3" Carlow (Town) Scouts and CliIr. John Pender, CathaoirleachrtgW&ounty Council, cutting
the 90" Anniversary Birthday Cake.

National Ploughing Championships

The Museum cerdinated a Carlow Museums & Historical Society stand at the

InCarlow marquee at the National Ploughing Championshigigat Ballintrane,

Fenagh, Co. Carlovirom Tuesday 1% to Thursday 19 of SeptemberThe InCarlow

marqueevas developed by Carlow County Council through the Local Enterprise

Office. The stand backdrop was a display of images of objects from the museums in the
county along wth a selection of Carloviana frontcovefsi s | i ng ,Goaduate | or an
Intern, liaised with CHAS, the Military Museum and the Tullow Museum, to arrange a

rota for the stand along with Museum staff. The Museuoordinated angresented

sometalks on thestage areaincluding talks about CHAS, the Military Museum,

Carlow County Museum and the newly opened Scouting exhibition. Jim Shannon

spoke about CHAS, its role, its activities and upcoming lectures; Paul Maguire and

Peter Heary spoke about the Military 8&um and their upcoming military vehicle

event; Colin Whelan and Kevin Murphy spoke about ninety years of scouting in the
town.Many visitingn at i onal pol i t i c iVi@sanddghtariesi st er s & T
visitedthe stand includingathrynThomas S e a n rie@ @néSinéad Flannagathe

Rose of Tralee.
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In advance of the Championships, Mairead Lavenyrnalist with the Farmers Journal
6l rish Count r yvisited the cougty andvpaldished iamaticle titled
AFol |l ow Me Up t o nudber dfattmciions ih theacbuaty including a

the Museum.

Collage of photographs of visitors and staff at the InCarlow Marquee
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Collage of photographs of visitors and staff at the InCarlow Marquee
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Culture Night 2019

Carlow County Museumconcev ed and delivered a short dram
Brother Where Art Thou,MusesmcArchagdlogishndby Tom8s S
performed bymuseum stafDerek Keating and John McDarbyhe performancdedt

with the lives of early Christian monks iniCa ow ar ound the time of St
arrival i n Echternach. This was an entertai
ages. It was a welittended and appreciated event. Special thanks for to the

Capuchi® s , D u b For time lo&ntof rabest

AiOh Brother Where Art Thou?0o
A special Culture Night appearance by the monks from our past!

Tomés Skinner cauthored and voiced the script for a short film by IT Carlow

Li brarian, Jacinta Moore, titlednimStone Age
Carlowon Culture Night. This short film provided a modern and thopgbtoking

interpretation of the Browneshill Dolmen with stimulating audio visual.

STONE AGE AND BENVYOND
FILM PRODUCED, DIRECTED AND EDITED BY
JNCINTA MOORE

Voice Over - Tomas Skinner
Soundtrack - Tribal Celtic Drum

Special thanks to:
Matt Givens - Audio Visual Support
Tomas Skinner - Archaeologist

Carlow County Museum

©Jacinta Moore 2019
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Mensana 2019:

As part of the Carl ow Ment al Heal th Associ at
Museum were asked to lead a walking tour of the town on Saturtiayf Ttober.

The tour started in the Museum and stopped at the Carlow Gaol (Carlow Shopping
Centre), the Liberty Tree, Burren Bridge/ De
Church; TowHal | ; Cat hedral & Carl ow College; the
wal k concluded at An Gaird2zn Beo with a oO6cup
know their surroundings and meet other people for a chat as the tour make its way

around the town.

Scaefest

As part of Scarefes3" to 31 of Octoberthe Museum organised two events.

On Friday October2% t he Museum | ed a 6Lucinda Sly Wal
bad weather the tour started in the Museum, under the gallows trapdoor from Carlow

Gaoland then proceedatirectly to Carlow Goal (Carlow Shopping Centre) to view the

condemned cell and to stand at the window over the entrance where the executions took

pl ace. Extracts from Mai dhclLubedaSiyzm ¢ S®6s hi
Woman kinged were read out. Museum staff provided the historical background to

Carlow in late 1834 and early 1835 when the events associated with the murder of

Walter Sly took place and for which Lucinda and her servant, John Dempsey, were

found guilty of his muder.

Lucinda Sly Walking Tour
John McDarby setting the scene for the Lucinda Sly Walking tour
as he stands below the gallows trapdoor from Carlow Gaol.
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On Tuesday October¥9 t he Museum hosted OA Night at tfF
with Scarefesand Ceatharlach Creathlach. This evening saw ten characters from

Carl owbs past reappear in the Museum to tell
Carl owds first Stone Age inhabitant, Judge N
Barry and Nurse Margaret Kehoe.

Some of Car | iphabitants makiegwaispeciaseturn visit for Scarefest!
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Oral History Network of Ireland

The Oral History Network of Ireland (OHNI) presented a-dney wor ks hop
Introduction to Oral History The Life Cycle Approah 6 on Fri day 1st
Carlow Cathedral Parish Centre, College Street, Carlow Town. This workshop was
kindly facilitated by Carlow County Museum.

The workshop offered a basic introduction to all aspects in the life cycle of an oral
history poject from commissioning to disseminating and archiving. It introduced
concepts of best practice in terms of ethical and legal considerations. The trainer was
Adrian Roche, a member of OHNI and there were twelve participants who came from
Carlow (6), Galwg (1), Kerry (1), Kilkenny (2) and Wicklow (2).

Some of the attendees at the OHNI witidrian Roche, OHNI, (second from left)
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Museum Standards Programme of Ireland (MSPI)

Carlow County Museursubmittedts extensive application to the Heritageutcil for
Interim Accreditatiorunderthe Museum Standards Programme for Irel@ig8PI) on
Friday 27" SeptembenMSPI promotes professional standards in the care of collections
in Irish museum and recognises the achievement of those standards through
acaeditation.Carlow County Museum is the first museum in County Carlow to
participate in the programmehe sixtysix-page application is supported by twenty

four detailed appendices, witbur boundsubmissions being delivered to the Heritage
Council. TheMuseum has spent extensive time over the past year working on this
application.

As part of the process tteterim Accreditation application thduseum devisgéand

have approved the following plans and policies:

- Carlow County Museum Mission Statement

- Carlow County Museum Strategic Management Plan

- Carlow County Museum Strategic Management Action Plan
- Carlow County Museum Collection Policy

- Carlow County Museum Disposal Policy

Thesewereapprowedby the Museum Board and subsequently by Carlow County
Council d their Octobe2019monthly meeting.

On Friday November 15the accessors for the MSPI programme spent the day in the

Museum. Helen Lanigan Wood, retired Curator of Fermanagh County Museum, and Dr

Hugh Maguire, former Her i e0ffjcerat@dommerci | 6s Muse
Director of the Hunt Museum, were the assigned accessors.

Along with meeting with the Museum staff the accessors also meet with Pat Delaney,

Head of Finance, IT & Cultural Services, John Shortall, County Librarian, CllIr. Fergal

Browne, Chaipersoo f t he Museum Boar dofCarlew Towism OO6 Rour k
and Padraig Dooley, President of the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society.

An initial summary of follow up actions has been received, the Museum will have until
February 202@0 have these actions updated/ completed. In March 2020, the Heritage
Council will meet to make the final decisiaboutgraning the Museum Interim
Accreditation.The accessors were happy with the work practices in place and that it is
in the main with he policy documents that they are recommending changes.

Carloviana:
CHAS launched their 2020 edition of Carloviana on Thursday NovemBdag8 The
Journal , 220 pages, has an article from the

exhibition, AngleSaxon Kngdoms, in which Rath Melsigi and St. Willibrord were
featured. Also screened that evening was the restored 1913 Carlow Home Rule
Demonstration. The film shows the Museumods I
Tinryland and Benekerry (Bennekerry), CCM-2228 A copy of the DVD was
presented to the Museum.
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Visitor Numbers

Carlow County Museum and Tourist Office recorded a totabaf@5visitors during
2019, our largest ever.

Museum Staff

The Museum haur full time staff,Mr. Dermot Mulligan, Museum @ator, andMr.

John McDarby, Staff OfficeMs .  Ai s | i n, Gradd@eHmdrriiroToraas

Skinner ArchaeologistvithMr.Mar t i n O6 Rour ke, Maintenance S
shared staff member with the Library Service.

In June, three of our four partigipts on the Tus Scheme, coordinated by the County

Carlow Development Partnershidr. Kevin DonohueMr. Brian Kelly andMr. John

O6Neill, compl et ed Ms.Rlaire bomggamentoronraterhith e s c h e me .
leave and retumd to complete her tima DecemberThreenew participantsMr.

Derek KeatingMr. Sean GlancyandMr. James McDermott began their yeathe

Museum in June and JulWe welcomeda fourth participaniMs. Noelle Timmonsvho

startedn early September

Museum Volunteers

The Museunis very fortunate to have many dedicated Volunteers who assist on a daily

basis ininvigilatingi n t he Museumé6s galleries. Wi thout t
be able to operate as efficiently as we do. The Museum appreciatethabef

wonderful Volurieers who give of their time to help us.

The Carlow Volunteer Centre held their annual volunéeBanky oudcoffee morning
in the Seven Oaks Hotel on theéMMay. The Museum staff andanyvolunteers
attended thigvent

The Museumds Adnsn uCahlr i Vstbbhyase @PdEmursday Yoof
December in the Delta Centre from 4.00pm to 6.0Qgearly forty volunteers and

staff were in attendance and it was an opportunity for the Museum to formally thank all
the wonderful volunteers that haveiatsd us in the past year.
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A
An Chombhairle Qidhreachta @
The Heritage Council \H4

T& Musaem Contae Cheatharlach ina cuid de Chlar Chaighdeain Mhusaeim na
hEireann (MSPI) de chuid na Comhai@é&hreachta a chuireann caighdeain
ghairmitla chun cinn maidir le ciram a thabhairt do bhaililchain i misaeim agus
danlanna in Eirinn. T4 Msae@ontae Cheatharlach ar an gcéad mhisaem i gContae
Cheatharlach le pairt a ghlacadh sa chlar.

AUTHORITY
MUSEUMS’
NETWORK

Ta Masaem Contae Cheatharlachliadl de Lionra Masaem na nUdaras Aitiuil

(LAMN) a dhéanann ionadaiochta ar an da Mhasaem Udarais Aititil dhéag ar fud na
hEireann, masaeim a bhfuil pairt rithAbhachtach acu 6 thaobh saol séisialta, cultirtha
agus eacnamathta na réigitn de ar fud na hEireann.

museun

National Museum of Ireland
Ard-Mhitisaem na hEireann

Is Misaem Ainmnithe de chuid AwdhlGsaem na hEireann € Misaem Contae
Cheatharlach faoi Achtanna na Séaduharthai Naisiinta 19302004. Mar gheall ar
an ainmniu sin, té teideal dli ag Misaem Contae Chéathabhair seandalaiochta a
bhailiu, a choimeéad, a iarraidh agus a thaispeaint thar ceann an Stait. Is € Dermot
Mulligan, Coimeadai Musaeim, an Duine Ainithe do Chontae Cheatharlach.

Grianghraf ar an gCludach Tosaigh: (O chlé go deas) An tUasal lealy,Hin tArdChonsal Onérach

chuig ArdDiucacht Lucsamburg, Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, Lucsamburg, agus an Clir. John
Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhai€ontae Cheatharlach, agus iad ag nochtadh an Chros mheanaoiseach
athchoirithe ag Rath Melsigi, Gafrdi Bhruachéain, Contae Cheatharlach, ar 7 Lanasa 2019. Grianghraf:
Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach.

Mura luaitear a mhalairt ta gach gridmgf faoi chéipcheart Misaem Contae Cheatharlach.
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Carlow
County
Musenum

Combhaltai Bhord Musaem Chontae Cheatharlach

Combhaltai Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach:
An Combhairleoir Fergal Browneathaoirleach (6 Mheitheamh 2019)
An Comhairleoir Andrea Dalton,
An Combhairleir Walter Lacey, Cathaoirleach (go dti Bealtaine 2019)
agus an Comhairleoir Ken Murnane (6 Mheitheamh 2019)

Ainmni an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh:
An tUasal John Shorthall, Leabharlannai Contae

Comhaltai Chumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheathach:
An tUasal Padraig Dooley, An tUasal Gary Hughes,
An Dr Séamus O Murchu

Runai don Bhord:
An tUasal Dermot Mulligan, Coimeadai Musaeim
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Bord MUsaeim:

Seo i an Trit Tuarascail Bhliantuil Déag de Bhord Mhusaem C@Qfteatharlach.
Feidhmionn Comhairle @tae Cheatharlach an Mlisaem i gcomhphdirtiocht le Cuman
Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheatharlach (CSSC). Ta seacht mball ar an mBord, triar
atd ina gCombhaltai ar Chomhairle Baile Cheatharlach, tridr ionadaithe tharC8&C

agus duine amhain ata ainntr@tag an bPriomhfheidhmeannach. Is € Coimeadai
Mhusaem Contae Ceatharlocha at4 ag gniomhu mar Runai don Bhord.

Roghnaitear an Cathaoirleach as tridr Comhaltai na Comhairle Baile agus triar
ionadaithe CSSC. Mar ata saithe, déantar uainiocht go bliaritar phost an

Chathaoirligh idir Chomhaltai na Comhairle Contae agus ionadaithe CSSC. Toghadh an
Combhairleoir Walter Lacey mar Chathaoirleach ag an gCruinniu Cinn Bliana 2018 i
Nollaig 2018. | mBealtaine 2019 cuireadhTeghchain Aititla ar sitl. D'éirigan
Combhairleoir Walter Lacey as mar Chomhairleoir. Is € an Comhairleoir Lacey an
Combhalta Boird is faide seirbhis go dti seo. Ta sé ar an mBord Musaeim 6 bunaiodh é
in 2005. | Meitheamh 2019 toghadh an Comhairleoir &dBgowne mar

Chathaoirleach.

Musaem Contae Cheatharlach,
Sraid an Cholaiste,
Ceatharlach,

Contae Cheatharlach,

R93 E3T2

Eire

Guthan: 05971 9131554
Riomhphost: museum@carlowcoco.ie

Gréasan: https://carlowmuseum.ie/

YouTube:  www.youtube.com/carlowcountymuseum
Facebook: facebook.om/carlowcountymuseum
Twitter: twitter.com/carlowcountymus

Uaireanta Oscailte MUsaeim:

Luani Satharna 10.00 a.m.4.30 p.m. Mean Fémbhair go Bealtaine
Luani Satharn 10.00 a.nn.5.00 p.m Meitheamh LuUnasa

Domhnach agus Saoire Bhainc 2.0hg 4.30 p.m. Meitheamh Lanasa
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Clar Abhar

Combhaltai Bhord Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach
Bord Musaeim:

Cur i Lathair L. A.M.N J.0.C

Seoladh Leéarscéil Chonaire Bhaile na Tulai
Bronnadh Duaiseanna Scoileanna CSSC
Ciorcal Gaeilge

L& Fhéile Laisrén

Cruinnit na nOg

Comhdhail IRTP, Béalgrad

Naomh Willibrord

Seachtain na hOidhreachta 2019
Taispeantas Ghasoga €ztharlach

An Comortas Naisiunta Treabhddireachta
Oiche Chultair 2019

Mensana 2019:

Scarefest

Lionra Stair Bhéil na hEireann

Clar um Chaighdeéain Misaem in Eirinn (MSPI)
Carloviana:

Lion Cuairteoiri

FoireannMUsaeim

Oibrithe Deonacha an MhUsaeim
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Cur i Lathair LMUA ag Comhchoiste Oireachtais

Déanann Lionra Misaem na nUdaras Aititil (LMUA) cur i lathair ag an gComhchoiste
Oireachtais (CCO) um Chultar, Oidhreacbtia an Ghaeltacht i dTeach Laighean Dé
hAoine 14 Nollaig 2018. Ba iad an tUatsm Bradley, Musaem Contae

Mhuineachan, Cathaoirleach, agus Judith McCarthy, Uasal, Misaem Contae Dhin na
nGall, Leaschathaoirleach a bhi i gceannas ar an gcur i lathair LBRiDermot

Mulligan ann freisin ina chail mar rinai an LMUA. Reachtaladh an létinair tar éis

don Chomhchoiste Oireachtais cuireadh a thabhairt d'eagraiochtai ionadaiocha teacht
chuig an gComhchoiste agus cur i lathair a dhéanamh faoi obair na nmésgiémach.
larradh ar AreMhisaem na hEireann, Cumann Mdsaem na hEireann agus a
Chomhairle Oidhreachta cuir i lathair a dhéanamh ar an la. Rinneadh beoshruthd ar na
himeachtai ar Oireachtas TV agus is féidir breathnt orthu ar a suiomh gréasain.

Seolath Léarscail Chonaire Bhaile na Tulai

Thacaigh foireann an Mhusaeim le MasaemiBlabelany, An Tulach, le seoladh a

ostail chun léarscdil nua a lainseail, is é sin 'Léarscail Chonaire Bhaile na Tulai'.
D'fhorbair Bailte Slachtmhara na Tulai, an Cumann gv&ullow agus

Turaséireacht Cheatharlach an Iéarscdil trid an scéim 'Bailte&xdidbhailte’ a
chomhordaionn Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach. Seoladh an Iéarscail Dé hAoine an 10
de mhi Feabhra, L4 Fhéile Bride, ba € sin an lar ar bhunaigh an tEaspag &etOrd
Brigiteach sa Tulach in 1807.

Bronnadh Duaiseanna Scoileanna CSSC

D'6stéil Cumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheatharlach (CSSC) a shearmanas
bliantuil bronnta duaiseanna le haghaidh a chomértais staire do bhunscoileanna san
Musaem Dé Céadao7 Marta. Fuarthas beagnach céad go leith iontréil, arb € sin an
lion iontralaha is airde riamh. Bhi Kate Sommers 6 Scoil Naisiunta Bhalana sa chéad
ait; bhi Kevin McKeon, Scoil Naisitnta Cheatharlach sa dara haite agus bhi Reuben
McCarthy, Scoil PadrgiNaofa, An Tulach, sa tria hait.
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Buaiteoiri Dhuaiseanna Chomértas Staie CSSC do Bhunscoileanna 2019
(¢ chle go deas) An t Uasal Pat OO6Nei ||
Phéadraig Naofa, An Tulach, Kate Somers, Scoil Naisiinta Bhalana) KieKeon,
Scoil Naisiunta Cheatharlach, agus an tUasal Richard Codd, Contheadiai
Comobrtais.

Ciorcal Gaeilge

Ghlac an Masaem pairt ghniomhach aris i gcur chun cinn na Gaeilge i mbliana.
D'oibrigh sé le Glér Cheatharlach chun Ciorcal Gaeilge seadahitaagus imeachtai ar

leith eile a ostail. | mi an Mharta, mar chuid de Shiacha Gaeilge, taispeanadh

roinnt scannan Gaeilge mar chuid den chiorcal Gaeilge seachtainitil sa Mhisaem. Thug
TG4 cuairt ar an mbaile agus chuir siad foireann Ghlor, nBHagtainne agus an

Mhuasaeim faoi agallamh. Craoladh an mhir ar TG4, a mhairahahuig néiméad, Dé
Domhnaigh 10 Aibrean.

D'Fhéile an Fhémhair i mi Dheireadh FOmhair, d'éstail an Musaem Ciorcal Gaeilge
speisialta Dé Céadaoin 9 Deireadh FOmhair argalesg Glér Cheatharlach.

La Fhéile Laisrén
Bionn L& Fhéile Laisrén ar 18 Aian. Os rud € go raibh sé ar sitl Déardaoin Mandéala

i mbliana, cuireadh an comadradh bliantuil i Seanleithghlinn siar go dti trathnéna Dé
Sathairn 20 Aibrean. Mar chuid den ama@radh, bionn seirbhis éactiméineach ar siul in
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Ardeaglais Laisrén, agus aoichsoir mar chuid di, agus ina dhiaidh sin bionn
morshiul go dti Tobar Beannaithe Molaise in aice laimhe, &it a gcuirtear deireadh leis
an tseirbhis. Ba € Dermot Mulligan, Coiatlai MUsaeim, anaoichainteoir i mbliana.

Comoradh suntasach is ea La FhEdesrén mar is comoradh éacuiméineach €. Dar leis
an Dr Louise Nugent, 6n eagraiocht 'Pilgrimage in Medieval Ireland’, té an la féile seo
ar cheann den lion beag, murab é-aori cheann, laethanta féile in Eirinn a
bhfreastalaionn Easpaig Eaglais na &&in agus Easpaig Chaitliceacha air go rialta
chun comoéradh a dhéanamh in onéir an chéad easpaig Leithghlinne. Chomh maith leis
sin, t4 sé ar cheann den ghrapa beag oilithtaaéacuiméineacha a dhirionn ar

phatrdn né |4 féile ag tobair bheannaithe inrfi trina dtagann an da phobatlgéile

chun coméradh a dhéanamh ar naomhphatran gach deoise agus ar lathair an
phriomhshéipéil i ngach deoise. Ta an morshiul 6 Ardeagéassédn go dti an Tobar
Beannaithe in aice laimhe, a bhionn ar siul go direadieidh an choméraidh, ar

cheann den lion beag a bhionn ar siul sa tir i gcomhthéacs oilithreachta.

Cruinnit na nOg, Tochailt Mhor agus Ceardlanna Callagrafaiochta ag M&aem Contae
Cheatharlach

Cruinnid na nOg

Rinneamar comaradh @hruinnit na nOg Dé Sathairn 15 Meitheamh. Bhi dha
Cheardlann Challagrafaiochta iontacha ar siul le Tim O'Neill a bhfuil aitheantas
forleathan air mar dhuine de na callagrafaithe is fearrriniEsa la ata inniu ann. Ar

an iomlan, bhain 35 paiste, agoiint daoine fasta, triail as maistreacht a fhail ar an
gceird seo a chaitheadh na manaigh blianta a foghlaim. Ta stair agus traidisitin iontach
callagrafaiochta ag Ceatharlach agus tairgeadhdéribhinni dathmhaisithe. Sa 70

haois agus san 80 haois, bidinistreacha i gContae Cheatharlach ag déanamh leabhair
aille as veilleam. Ta roinnt de na leabhair seo f6s againn, Leabhar Moling 6 Naomh
Moling agus Féilire Willibrord 6 Rath Melsigi, Garfdi Bhruachain, san aireamh. Ar

chul fhoirgneamh an Mhuasaeimhitan Tochailt Mhér (‘Big Dig') ar sidl le linn an lae.
Fuair na paisti ceacht praiticitil maidir le saol an tseandalai. Is cuid den Chlar Eire
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lldanach é Cruinnit na nOg agus is € Oifig Ealaihomhairle Contae Cheathrlach a
chomhordaionn agus a bhaiinisin é.

Ceardlanna Callagrafaiochta Chruinniti na nOg
Bhi an tadh ar roinnt de na paisti ceardlann speisialta challagrafaiochta a dhéanamh le Tim O'Neill agus
foghlaim faoi rinda &ar lAmhsgbhinni.

Comhdhail IRTP, Béalgrad

O 26 go dti 29 Meitheamhhban 114 comhdhail Idirnaisitnta Turasoireachta
Creidimh agus Oilithreachtdnternational Religious Tourism and Pilgrimag®

IRTP) ar siul in Ollscoil Singidunum, Béalgrad, Serbia. D'fhi@bBermot Mulligan,
Coimeadai Musaeim, ar an gcomhdhail agjusir sé paipéar i lathair faoi Naomh
Willibrord, Naomhphatran Lucsamburg agus Céad Aspal na hisiltire agus a cheangal le
Contae Cheatharlach. Cuireadh caoga péipéar i lathair ag an gcondhdifédine as

sé thir is fiche, Meiriced, An Astrail, An Ruise@nhada, Sasana agus an lodail san
aireamh. Chladaigh an chomhdhail diezagraithe raon topaici agus forbairti a
bhaineann le turasoireacht chreidimh. In 2012, 6staladh an chomhdhail IRTRiN Eir
agus labhair Dermot ansin faoi na Conairi Cheatharlacttimaad den tionscadal
‘Saints'.
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Naomh Willibrord

O Dé Mairt 6 Lunasa go dti Dé hAoine 9 Lunasa, chuir Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach
failte roimh thoscaireacht 6 Echternach, Lucsamburg, agas Wengler, Méara
Echternach i gceannas uirthi, mar chuid diattthan leantnach an chairdis idir an da
cheantar. Ba iad buaicphointi na cuairte na sini an Chomhaontu Cairdis idir an da
Chomhairle agus nochtadh na croise 6n meanaois luath a ndearrcudtirgthuirthi,

Cros Rath Melsigi. Bhi an Comhairleoir John Rem&athaoirleach Chomhairle

Contae Cheatharlach, i gceannas ar an ngrupa a chuir failte roimh na cuairteoiri thar
ceann Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach. Chomhordaigh Misaem Contae Cheatharlach
a gcuairt ar an gcontae.

(O chlé go deas) An tUasaldn Healy, an tAraChonsal Onérach chuig ArBiGcacht Lucsamburg,
Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, Lucsamburg, agus an Clr. John Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle
Contae Cheatharlach, agus iagrchtadh an Chros mheanaoiseach athchéirithe ag Rath ME@ksica,
Ui Bhruachain, Contae Cheatharlach, ar 7 Lunasa 2019. Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae
Cheatharlach.
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O 2000 thainig roinnt toscaireachtai ar cuairt chuig an da bhaileidBsuntasach é go
raibh Comhairle Echternach i gceannas ara@ad chuairt. In éineacht le Méara

Wengler bhi na Bardasaigh Ben Scheuer agus Luc Birgen agus na Combhairleoiri Jean
Claude Strasser, Ricardo Pacheco agus Christophe Origer. Chomh maithbéis si
comhaltai den Willibrordus Bauverein (Fonduireacht Widifiol) chun tosaigh 6 thaobh
ceangal idir an dé& limistéar a athbhunu. Ina measc siud bhi Pierre Kauthen, an
tlaruachtaran agus Alain Muller, comhordaitheoir na cuairte. Bhi lvan Healy, an tArd
Chonsal Onoérach chuig ArDitcacht Lucsamburg, in éineacht leisregrdpa agus é ag
déanamh a chéad chuairte ar an gcontae ina chail mathodsal.

Buaicphointe na gceithre |a ba ea é an la iomlan, Dé Céadaoin 7 LUnasa, a caitheadh ag
dul timpeall aiteana a bhaineann le Naomh Willibrord i gContae Cheatharlach.
Chrunnigh an toscaireacht le chéile ag mean lae, le grupa daoine dar tugadh cuireadh,
ag Rath Melsigi, Garrai Ui Bhruachdin, thart ar chros 6n meénaois luath a ndearnadh
athchairiu air le déanalis € sin an-aon rud den lonnaiocht mhanachuil atéa fagtha i
gContae Cheatharlach anois. Ta an chros ina piosai le tamall fada. Le roinnt mionna
anuas, d'athchéirigh na Séadchomharthai Naisianta, Craobh Chill Chainnigh, Oifig na
nOibreacha Poibli, i gconaln le Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach, tri Mhisaem Contae
Cheathdach, an chros.
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Grianghraf grapa de na daoine a bhi ann nuair a nochtadh Cros Rath Melsigi.
Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach

Ina aitheasc failte ag Rath Melsigijid Cathaoirleach John Prender: "Ba anseo i Rath
Melsigi, a raibh ina lonnaiocht eaglasta ba thabhachtai in Eirinn sa 70 haois agus san 80
haois, a chaith Willibrord dh& bhliain déag faoi oilitint Naomh Ecgberct Ratkigi

agus lona. Is décha gur oirdio Willibrord agus a chomhghleacaithe ag an mainistir

até in aice laimhe, Seanleithghlinn, suiochan Easpag Leithghlinne." Duirt Méara
Wengler: "T& ar bhfanacht i gContae Cheatharlackuamiuil ar fad. Té clar an

ghné&hach againn agus beidh go leor cwdnna agus cruinnithe suimiudla againn. Ach
ceapaim gurb é aniineacht is iontai na attmniomnua na croise 6n 70 haois ag Rath
Melsigi. Is € an &it seo an ceangal direach a bhi ag Naomh Willibrord idir Ceatharlach
agusEchternach." Duirt an Consal Onérackaty ina aitheasc go rabhamar inar

seasamh ar thalamh beannaithe a cheangail Contae Cheatharlach agus Echternach ar
feadh 1,300 bliain.

Nocht Cathaoirleach Pender, in éineacht le Méara Wengler agus Consal Ondrach
Hedy, an cros athchdirithe 6n 70 haoisndiodh Naomh Willibrord ina sheasamh in

aice leis. Ansin rinne an S&irmhinneach Denis Nulty, Easpag Chill Dara agus
Leithghlinne, an tAredeaganach Robin Bantk/hite agus an Candnach Nancy

Gillespie an4ath-thiomnu éacuiméineach le haghaidh ChroshRdelsigi. Daradh

Liodan Naomh Willibrord agus cuireadh deireadh leis an searmanas nochta. Théinig na
daoine ar fad le chéile i gciorcal agus thug siad faoin 'bpreabadh ar leathchos' a
dhéantar gach bliain in Echterteior on6ir Naomh Willibrord. Ta Stad&idhreachta
Domhanda UNESCO agus an 'morshiul preabtha ar leathchos'.

Nios déanai sa la, thug an toscaireacht cuairt ar Halla an Bhaile, &it ar chruinnigh an da
Chombhairle agus rinne Cathaoirleach Penderaitiheac failte. Thug Kathleen

Holohan, Primmhfheidhmeannach Chombhairle Contae Cheatharlach, achoimre ar fhis

na Comhairle do Chontae Cheatharlach agus d'aithin si an ceangal fada stairiuil
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tabhachtach idir Ceatharlach agus Echternach. Ansin shinigh CathdoPleader
agus Méara Wengler céipearsiaithe den Chomhaontt Cairdis.

ILLIBRORD ) &

£
AL

{OF LUXEMBOURG, |
)STLE OF THE
A iNTY carLow,

-ONNECTION

Comhaontd Cairdis
(O chlé go deas) Yves Wengler, Méara Echternach, agus an Comhairleoir John Pender, Cathaoirleach
Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, i Halla an Bhaile, Ceathatkis na Comhaontuithe Cairdis st
Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach.
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Cur i Lathair Chros Rath Melsigi
Tugann an Comhairleoir John Pender, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle Contae Cheatharlach, grianghraf
frAmaithe de Chros Ratflelsigi do Yves Wengler, Méara Echternaldma chur ar taispedin in
Echternach. Grianghraf: Paul Curran, Comhairle Contae Cheatharlach.

Bhi dearmad déanta ar cheangal Naomh Willibrord le Ceatharlach, den chuid ba mho,
go dti 1982 nuair a thosaigh an #iih Daibhi O Créinin, an Roinn Staire, ©t# na
hEireann, Gaillimh, ag déanamh taighde ar an ngné seo dar stair. Le linn na seacht
mbliana déag is fiche 6 shin, rinneadh an ceangal stairitil idir an da cheantar a bhunu
aris. Bhi an tOllamh O Créininathair agus an nochtadh agus duirt 3é& Rath

Melsigi ag croilar chaidreamh na hEireann agus caidreamh ShasanaReimdna

hEorpa go luath sa Mheanaois. On &it seo, chuir gripa Eireannach agus Sasanach chun
bothair in AD 690. Chuaigh siad ar aisteaathroidh tirdhreach creidimh agus

polaititil na hEorpa 6 bhun go deo agus leag siad an bhunchloch le haghaidh na
hathbheochana maire cultirtha a tharla sna blianta suas go dti AD 800, athbheochan a
dtugann scoldiri an Renaissance Cairilinseach uirthi."

Nios luaithe sa 4, chuaigh an toscaireachhuras treoraithe ar Mhisaem Contae
Cheatharlach agus chaith siad am ag amharc ar an taispeantas speisialta faoi Naomh
Willibrord a bhi ar taispedint ag an Mdsaem 6 2017. T4 an Masaem ag comhordu na
teagmhalagus na imeachtai ar thaobh Cheatharldelblianta fada anuas.

Chuir an tEaspag Nulty, an tAthair Ruairi O Domhnaigh, Riarthoir agus an Moinsineoir
Brendan Byrne failte roimh an ngrapa chuig Ardeaglais na Deastdgala. Chas comhaltai
den bhanna Presetitsmn Band roinnt priosai ceoil le linn auggrte ar an Ardeaglais.
Bhi an toscaireacht sasta taise Naomh Willibrord a fheiceail ar taispeaint, an dealbh
alann creumha a bhronn muintir Echternach ar Chontae Cheatharlach in 2017 chun
buiochas a ghabhail deheatharlach as oilitiint a chur ar NaomHl¥ford agus as é a
oirniu.
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Cros Rath Melsigii Roimh an Athchdiri agus Tar Eis an Athchdirithe
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