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Carlow County Museum

Members of the Board of Carlow County Museum

Carlow Town Council Members:
Cllr. John Cassin, Clir. Rody Kelly & Clir. Walter Lacey

Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society Members:
Mr. Seamus Murphy, Mr. Martin Nevin (Chairman)
& Mrs Noreen Whelan

County Manager’s Nominee:
Mr. Joe Watters, Town Clerk

Secretary to the Board:
Mr. Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator

AUTHORITY
MUSEUMS’
NETWORK

Member of the Local Authority Museums’ Network (L.A.M.N)

Front Cover: Photographs of the cover of the two 1944 All Ireland Football Semi Final
Match Programmes acquired by Carlow County Museum with the assistance of Carlow
Town Council, Coiste Chontae Ceatharloch C.L.G., Friends of Carlow GAA & the

Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society



Museum Board:

This is the third Annual Report of the Board of Carlow County Museum. The Board
consists of seven members, three Members of Carlow Town Council, three
representatives of the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society (CHAS) and a
County Manager’s nominee. The Curator of Carlow County Museum acts as Secretary
to the Board.

The Board met on three occasions during 2009. The Chairperson is chosen from the
three Members of the Town Council and the three CHAS representatives. As agreed the
position of Chairperson alternates on an annual basis between the Members of the
Town Council and the CHAS representatives. At the 2008 AGM Martin Nevin was
elected Chairperson.

New Museum Premises:

Construction of the new County Museum will commence in March 2010 with a ten
month construction period.

The construction design team is

Structural Engineers: Bowe Consulting Engineers, Carlow Town
Quantity Surveyors: McCullagh, Lupton, Quinn, Kilkenny City
Mechanical & Electrical: Doyle Environmental, Ullard, via Borris

Ten (10) companies were shortlisted for the main contract and closing date for tenders
is 5" February 2010.

The Mechanical contract and the Electrical contracts were tendered separately and
contractors will be on site with the main contractor.

The National Museum of Ireland and Failte Ireland will partner Carlow Local
Authorities in the operation of the County Museum. The Director of the National
Museum may designate County Museums for the collection and display of
archaeological material/finds and, significantly, when the Carlow County Museum
opens archaeological artifacts found in County Carlow will be displayed in Carlow. In
relation to Failte Ireland arrangements are in place whereby the Tourist Information
Office will function as the Museum reception.

Local Authority Museums Network Day 2009

Thursday 21% May was the first Local Authority Museums Network (LAMN) Day.
Centrepiece of the Carlow County Museum display was the 1944 All Ireland Football
Semi-Final Match Programme between Carlow and Kerry. The 1944 Match
Programmes (official & unofficial) were acquired by Carlow County Museum with the
generous assistance of Carlow Town Council, Coiste Chontae Ceatharloch C.L.G.,
Friends of Carlow GAA & the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society.



Photograph: John Courtney Photography
Cllr. Tom O’Neill, Cathaoirleach of Carlow Town Council presenting Pat Deering, Cathaoirelach Coiste
Chontae Ceatharloch C.L.G. a framed copy of the 1944 All Ireland Football Semi Final. Also present (L
to R) Joe Watters, Town Clerk; Dan Carbery, President CHAS; Martin Nevin, Chairperson of the
Museum Board, Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator; Museum Board Members Cllr. Walter Lacey,
Noreen Whelan & Seamus Murphy.

Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland tour to County Carlow

On Saturday April 4" the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland (RSAI) paid a special
visit to County Carlow as part of their 160" anniversary celebrations and as a return
visit for the Carlow Local Authorities support for their “Rubbing Shoulders with the
Dead” Exhibition. The theme of the tour was based around Carlow native Philip Doyne
Vigors who was the RSAI vice President in 1895.

The tour group were introduced to the area by Martin Nevin, Chairman of the Board of
Carlow County Museum. He began the tour in the Garden of Remembrance in
Leighlinbridge where a number of important organisations and individuals are
commemorated. The tour passed by Holloden estate at the Royal Oak which is the
location from where Philip Doyne Vigors founded and coordinated the “Association for
the Preservation of the Memorials of the Dead”, a national organisation which
published graveyard and headstone inscriptions. A special visit to Burgage Estate, the
main estate of the Vigors Family in County Carlow until 1978, was facilitated by
present owners Victor and Elizabeth Connolly.



Members of the Royal Society Of Antiquaries standing of the steps of Burgage House, Leighlinbridge
with owner Victor Connolly and family.

The tour concluded with a visit to St. Laserian’s Cathedral at Old Leighlin, Carlow’s
oldest working building. Here Rev. Gordon Wynne, Dean of Old Leighlin met the
group at the Holy Well before bringing the group around the Cathedral. The Church has
close associations to the Vigors Family and of particular interest to the RSAI was the
carved oak episcopal chair which was presented in 1906 by the widow and daughter of
Philip Doyne Vigors.

The Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland visit to County Carlow was coordinated by
Carlow County Museum.

Heritage Week 2009

Heritage Week 2009 ran from Saturday 22" to Sunday 30" August inclusive. For the
fifth year Carlow County Museum, on behalf of Carlow Local Authorities coordinated
the countywide publicity on the various events for Heritage Week. This included the
placement of advertisements in the local media as well as issuing press releases for
newspapers and radio bulletins. A brochure containing a list of the various events was
published and circulated. A detailed listing of the various events appeared on the Local
Authorities website. The Museum in partnership with Ms Dearbhala Ledwidge,
Kilkenny Heritage Officer organised a joint radio campaign on KCLR 96FM.
Approximately thirty events took place throughout the county organised by a variety of
groups and organisations.



Carlow GAA 125t Anniversary Exhibition

The highlight of Heritage Week was the Carlow GAA 125" Anniversary Exhibition
held in Dr. Cullen Park and officially opened by Mr. Christy Cooney, Uachtaran
Cumann Luthcleas Gael on 22" August 2009. The exhibition was presented by the
Coiste Chontae Ceatharloch C.L.G in association with Carlow County Museum & the
Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society. All the County Associations (Camogie,
Ladies Football, Handball, Rounders & Scor) along with the clubs were involved in this
major exhibition of photographs, trophies, medals, cups, programmes & memorabilia.
Many of the trophies, medals and minute book had not been on display for some time.

Such was the interest in the exhibition that it remained open for two days after Heritage
Week and more than 1,500 people visited. Dermot Mulligan and Tommy Murphy,
County PRO were joint coordinators.

Pictured at the exhibition launch (L to R), Pat Deering, Chairman Co. Board; Tommy O’Neill, Co.
Secretary; Seamus Murphy, C.H.A.S.; Karen Walshe, Fine Framing; Christy Cooney, Uachtaran Cumann
Luthcleas Gael; Cllr. Michael Doran, Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council; Dan Carbery, President
of C.H.A.S.; Tommy Murphy, Co. PRO & Dermot Mulligan, Museum Curator, Carlow County Museum
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Carlow County Museum

Comhaltai Bhord Mhisaem Contae Cheatharlach

Comhaltai Chombhairle Baile Cheatharlach:
An Clr. John Cassin, An Clr. Rody Kelly agus An Clr. Walter Lacey

Combhaltai Chumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheatharlach:
Seamus Murphy, Uas., Martin Nevin, Uas., (Cathaoirleach)
agus Noirin Ui Fhaolain

Ainmnithe ag an mBainisteoir Contae:
Joe Watters, Uas., Cléireach an Bhaile

] Runai an Bhoird:
Diarmuid O Maologain, Uas., Coimeadai Musaeim
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Comhalta de Lionra Mhusaeim na nUdaras Aititil (L.M.U.A.)
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Cludach Tosaigh: Grianghraif de chlddach na gClar do dha Chluiche Leathcheannais na
hEireann sa Pheil, 1944 a cheannaigh Musaem Contae Cheatharlach le cabhair 6
Chomhairle Baile Cheatharlach, Coiste Chontae Cheatharlach den C.L.G., Cairde
C.L.G. Cheatharlach agus Cumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheatharlach.



Bord an Mhusaeim:

Is i seo an trit Tuarascéil Bhlianttil de chuid Bhord Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach.
Seachtar comhaltai atd ar an mBord, tridr atd ina gComhaltai ar Chombhairle Baile
Cheatharlach, tridr ionadaithe thar ceann Chumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta
Cheatharlach (CSSC) agus duine amhdin ata ainmnithe ag an mBainisteoir Contae. Is é
Coimeéadai Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach ata ag gniomh( mar Runai ar an mBord.

Thaing an Board le chéile tri huaire sa bhliain 2009. Roghnaitear an Cathaoirleach as
triir Comhaltai na Comhairle Baile agus tritr ionadaithe an CSSC. Mar até socraithe,
déantar uainiocht go blianttil ar phost an Chathaoirligh is € sin idir Chomhaltai na
Comhairle Baile agus ionadaithe CSSC. Toghadh Martin Nevin ina Chathaoirleach ag
CCB na bliana 2008.

Foirgneamh an Mhusaeim Nua:

Tosofar ar an obair thogala ar an Mdsaem Contae nua i Méarta na bliana 2010 agus is
tréimhse deich mi ata leagtha amach di.

Is i seo a leanas an fhoireann deartha don tégail
Innealtdiri Struchtuar: Bowe Consulting Engineers, Baile Cheatharlach
Suirbhéiri Cainniochta: McCullagh, Lupton, Quinn, Cathair Cill Chainnigh
Conradh Meicniuil agus Leictreach: Doyle Environmental, lolard/Ullard,

via An Bhuirios

Cuireadh deich (10) gcomhlacht ar an ngearrliosta don phriomhchonradh agus is é an 5°
Feabhra, 2010 an déata is déanai le tairiscinti a bheith istigh.

Cuireadh amach na tairiscinti don chonradh Meicnidil agus don chonradh Leictreach ar
leithligh agus beidh na conraitheoiri ar an suiomh in éineacht leis an
bpriomhchonraitheoir.

Beidh Ard-Mhusaem na hEireann agus Failte Ireland ina gcomhphéirtithe i dteannta le
hUdarais Aitiula Cheatharlach i bhfeidhmit an Mhusaeim Contae. Féadfaidh Stiurthéir
an Ard-Mhusaeim Musaeim Contae a ainmnit chun 4bhar/friotha seandéalaiochta a
bhailiti agus a chur ar taispedint agus, is fit a lua go gcuirfear déantdin seandéalaiochta a
dtangthas orthu 1 gContae Cheatharlach ar taispedint i gCeatharlach nuair a bheidh
Musaem Contae Cheatharlach ar oscailt. Maidir le Failte Ireland ta socruithe déanta
faoina mbeidh an Oifig Eolais do Thurasoiri ag feidhmii mar &it failtithe don
Mhusaem.

ooooo

Ba é an Déardaoin, 210 Bealtaine an chéad La tionoil a bhi ag Lionra Mhusaeim na
nUdaréas Aitigil (LMUA). Ba é an Clar do Chluiche Leathcheannais na hEireann sa
Pheil idir Ceatharlach agus Ciarrai sa bhliain 1944 an priomhni a bhi i dtaispeantas
Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach. Cheannaigh Musaem Contae Cheatharlach Clair



Chluichi 1944 (clair oifigiula agus neamhoifigiula) le cabhair ghnaidil 6 Chombhairle
Baile Cheatharlach, Coiste Chontae Cheatharlach den C.L.G., Cairde C.L.G.
Cheatharlach agus Cumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta Cheatharlach.

Grianghraf: John Courtney Photography
An ClIr. Tom O’Neill, Cathaoirleach Chombhairle Baile Cheatharlach ag bronnadh céip i bhframa de
Chlar Chluiche Leathcheannais na hEireann sa Pheil, 1944 ar an Uas. Pat Deering, Cathaoirelach Coiste
Chontae Cheatharlach den C.L.G. | lathair freisin bhi (C go D) Joe Watters, Cléireach an Bhaile; Dan
Carbery, Uachtaran CSSC; Martin Nevin, Cathaoirleach Bhord an Mhusaeim, Diarmuid © Maologain,
Coimeédai an Mhisaeim; Na Combhaltai Boird, an Clr. Walter Lacey, No6irin Ui Fhaolain agus Seamus
Murphy.

Turas Chumann Rioga Arsaiochta na hEireann ar Chontae
Cheatharlach

An Satharn, an 40 Aibrean thug Cumann Rioga Arsaiochta na hEireann (CRAE) cuairt
speisialta ar Chontae Cheatharlach mar chuid da cheilidradh ar an 1600 bliain 6
bunaiodh é agus mar chomaoin ar Udardis Aititla Cheatharlach as a dtacaiocht do
thaispeantas an chumainn, “Rubbing Shoulders with the Dead”. Bunaiodh an téama
don turas ar an obair a bhi déanta ag Philip Doyne Vigors de bhunadh Cheatharlach a
bhi ina Leas-Uachtaran ar CRAE sa bhliain 1895.

Chuir Martin Nevin, Cathaoirleach Bhord Mhisaem Contae Cheatharlach an bhuion a
bhi ar an turas ar an eolas faoin ait. Chuir sé tus leis an turas sa Ghairdin
Cuimhneachain i Leithghlinn an Droichid mar a bhfuil leaca i gcuimhne ar lion airithe
eagraiochtai tabhachtacha agus daoine mor le ra. Chuaigh an bhuion thar Eastat
Holloden sa Dair Rioga, an ait énar bhunaigh agus 6nar chomhordaigh Philip Doyne
Vigors an “Association for the Preservation of the Memorials of the Dead”, eagraiocht
naisiunta a d'fhoilsigh inscribhinni a bhi i reiligi agus ar leaca uaighe. Shocraigh Victor
agus Elizabeth Connolly, Uinéiri reatha Eastat Burgage, an priomheastat a bhiodh ag
Muintir Vigors i gContae Cheatharlach go dti 1978, go bhféadfai cuairt speisialta a
thabhairt ar an ait.



Baill den Chumann Rioga Arsaiochta ina seasamh ar chéimeanna Theach Burgage, Leithghlinn an
Droichid, in éineacht leis an dinéir, Victor Connolly, agus a chlann.

Tugadh an turas chun criche leis an gcuairt ar Ard-Eaglais Molaise i Seanleithghlinn,
an foirgneamh is sine i gCeatharlach ata in Usaid go foill. Bhuail an tOir. Gordon
Wynne, Déan Sheanleithghlinne leo ag an Tobar Beannaithe agus thug sé ar a dturas ar
an Ard-Eaglais iad ansin. T4 dlithbhaint ag an Eaglais le Muintir Vigors agus chuir
CRAE spéis faoi leith i gcathaoir an easpaig, cathaoir ata snoite as an dair agus ar
bhronn baintreach agus inion Philip Doyne Vigors ar an Eaglais i sa bhliain 1906.

Ba é Musaem Contae Cheatharlach a chomhordaigh cuairt Chumann Rioga Arsaiochta
na hEireann ar Chontae Cheatharlach.

Seachtain na hOidhreachta 2009

Ba i an tseachtain 6n Satharn 22" Lunasa go dti an Domhnach an 30" Llnasa, agus an
da la sin san aireamh Seachtain na hOidhreachta 2009. Ba i seo an cuigia bliain a
ndearna Musaem Contae Cheatharlach an bholscaireacht do na himeachtai éagsula a bhi
ar sidl i Seachtain na hOidhreachta a chomhordu sa chontae thar ceann Udarais Aititila
Cheatharlach. Airiodh leis sin na fograi a cuireadh sna mein &ititlla chomh maith le
preaseisilinti chuig na nuachtain agus feasachain raidié. Foilsiodh agus scaipeadh
bréisiur ina raibh liosta de na himeachtai éagsula. Bhi liosta mionsonraithe de na
himeachtai éagsula ar shuiomh gréasain na nUdaras Aititil. D'eagraigh an Mdsaem
comhfheachtas raidié ar KCLR 96FM i gcomhphairtiocht le Dearbhala Ledwidge, Uas.,



ifigeach Oidhreachta Chill Chainnigh. Bhi thart ar thriocha imeacht ar siul ar fud an
chontae agus bhi siad sin eagraithe ag grupai agus ag eagraiochtai éagsula.

Taispeantas Chomhaireamh an 125% bliain ag CLG Cheatharlach

Ba é Taispeantas Chomhaireamh an 125" bliain ag CLG Cheatharlach a bhi ar sidl i
bPairc an Chuilinnigh agus ar oscail an tUas. Christy Cooney, Uachtaran Chumann
Lathchleas Gael é an 22% Lunasa, 2009 buaicphointe Sheachtain na hOidhreachta.
Chuir Coiste Chontae Cheatharlach den CLG an taispeantas i lathair i gcomhar le
Muasaem Contae Cheatharlach agus le Cumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta
Cheatharlach. Bhi baint ag Cumainn uile an Chontae (Camdgaiocht, Peil na mBan,
Liathroid Laimhe, An Cluiche Corr agus Scor) chomh maith leis na clubanna leis an
morthaispeantas seo de ghrianghraif, tréfaithe, boinn, coirn, clair agus cuimhneachain.
B'iomai trofai, bonn agus leabhar miontuairisci nach raibh ar taispedint le scaitheamh
roimhe sin.

Léiriodh an oiread sin spéise sa taispeantas gur fagadh ar oscailt € go ceann dha I4 tar
éis Sheachtain na hOidhreachta agus gur thug breis is 1,500 duine cuairt air. Ba iad
Diarmuid © Maologéin agus Tommy Murphy, OCP an Chontae an bheirt a rinne an
obair chomhordaithe i bpairt.

Sa phictidr ag seoladh an taispeantais ta (C go D), Pat Deering, Cathaoirleach Bhord an Chontae;
Tommy O’Neill, An Runai Contae; Seamus Murphy, CSSC; Karen Walshe, Fine Framing; Christy
Cooney, Uachtaran Chumann Luthchleas Gael; an Clr. Michael Doran, Cathaoirleach Chomhairle Contae
Cheatharlach; Dan Carbery, Uachtaran CSSC; Tommy Murphy, OCP an Chontae agus Diarmuid O
Maologain, Coimeadai Musaeim, Mlsaem Contae Cheatharlach.



