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Museum Board Establishment:

This is the first Annual Report of the Board of Carlow County Museum. The Board
consists of seven members, three Members of Carlow Town Council, three
representatives of the Carlow Historical & Archaeological Society (CHAS) and a
County Manager’s nominee. The Curator of Carlow County Museum acts as Secretary
to the Board.

The Museum was originally opened on a voluntary basis by CHAS (then called the Old
Carlow Society) in 1974. In 1979 the Museum moved from its initial home in the
former Academy, now the Cathedral Parish Centre, College Street to the then vacant
Theatre Room in the Town Hall. In 2002 Carlow Town Council took over the
operations of the Museum.

CHAS will retain a role in the development of the County Museum, through the
medium of a Museum Board that will oversee strategic development and devise the
County Museum’s policies.

The Board has met on seven occasions since its first meeting in June 2005. It has been
agreed that the Board will meet not less than four times a year. The Chairperson of the
Board will be chosen from the three Members of the Town Council and the three
CHAS representatives who sit on the Board. The position of Chairperson of the Board
will alternate on an annual basis between the Members of the Town Council and the
CHAS representatives. The first elected Chairperson of the Board is Mr. Dan Carbery.

Museum Collection:

In 2002 when the Town Council took over the Museum the Town Hall was closed for
renovations with the Museum the last function remaining. In order to facilitate the
renovations the Museum had to begin packing the collection for offsite storage. This
process took until mid 2003. It had been initially thought that there were approximately
2,000 artefacts in the Museum collection but this rose to over 4,000 items.

The growing collection of now over 5,000 items contains natural history specimens,
stone and bronze age archaeological objects, coins, medals, stamps, religious objects,
military and police artefacts and memorabilia, agricultural implements, trade, craft and
industrial items, sporting memorabilia and a large collection of photographs and
archival material. There are some excellent models. It is a good representative
collection of the county, containing many interesting objects some of which are of
national and international importance.

Carlow County Museum works closely with the National Museum of Ireland,
particularly in the area of Archaeological Finds. The National Museum of Ireland is the
authority responsible for the care of all archaeological artefacts that are found with no
known owner and they receive their powers from the National Monuments Act, 1930
and its subsequent amendments of 1954, 1987, 1994 and 2004.

Also, under the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997 and the National Monument
Act (amendment) 1994 the Director of the National Museum was given the power to



designate the collection and display of archaeological material to County Museums
which are operated by a Local Authority.

Dermot Mulligan, Curator of Carlow County Museum is the Designation Person for
County Carlow. He has the authority to collect archaeological artefacts from

County Carlow on behalf of the National Museum of Ireland. Significantly when the
Museum reopens archaeological artefacts found in Co. Carlow can finally be displayed
in the county in which they were found. Under the Designation Status Carlow County
Museum will also be able to request archaeological artefacts previously sent to the
National Museum to be returned to the County Museum for display.

New Museum Premises:

The new Carlow County Museum is being established as part of its overall strategy for
social, economic and cultural development of the county and the Museum will cater for
the cultural and educational needs of the community and provide a much needed indoor
heritage tourism amenity for the county. The new development involves the restoration
of the former Presentation Convent on College Street, Carlow Town. The building is in
a prime town centre location and is part of a complex that already houses the Co.
Library, Archive and the Tourist Office.

Architect Michael O’Boyle of Bluett & O’Donoghue Architects, Dublin has been
engaged to draw up the plans for the redevelopment. The Convent building on College
Street will be renovated and extended to accommodate the new County Museum.

The existing building can be sub divided into four sections. The Tourist Office will be
the entry/ reception area for the Museum. This leads the visitor into the large open plan
flexible space on the ground floor They will proceed up the staircase under the large
window at the Cathedral end to the first floor, which was previously the Convent
Chapel and Oratory. This is a mixture of open and sub divided areas. The visitor will
exit into the already existing temporary exhibition galleries and then return to the
ground floor.

In order to minimise impact, the new building design will contain most of its
accommodation on the ground floor. It will be located at the Cathedral end of the
building and will accommodate the toilets, canteen, holding area and offices. The
garden of the convent was an important contemplative space. The area is now used as a
carpark and a re-landscaping should take the hard edges off it and an area along side the
Museum can be developed for outdoor displays and events.

The plans were presented to both the Board and the Town Council in October 2007.
Following the approval by the Town Council the proposed plans are on public display
until December 14" with submissions or observations being accepted until January 7t
2008 under the Planning & Development Act, 2000 (Part Xi), Local Government
(Planning & Development) Regulations 2001 (Part 8).
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Bund Bhord an Mhusaeim:

Is i seo an chéad Tuarascéil Bhlianttil de chuid Bhord Mhlsaem Contae Cheatharlach.
Seachtar comhaltai ata ar an mBord, triar ata ina gComhaltai ar Chomhairle Baile
Cheatharlach, triar ionadaithe thar ceann Chumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta
Cheatharlach (CSSC) agus duine amhain atd ainmnithe ag an mBainisteoir Contae. Is é
Coimeadai Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach ata ag gniomhu mar Runai ar an mBord.

D'oscail CSSC (The Old Carlow Society mar a bhi ag an am) an Musaem ar bhonn
deonach i dtus baire sa bhliain 1974. Sa bhliain 1979 aistriodh an Mdsaem amach as an
ait ina raibh sé ar dtus, an tAcadamh, mar a bhiodh - lonad Pharoéiste na hArd-Eaglaise
anois - agus isteach go dti an Seomra Amharclainne i Halla an Bhaile, seomra a bhi
folamh ag an am. Ghlac Comhairle Baile Cheatharlach feidhmid an Mhusaeim faoina
curam sa bhliain 2002.

Imreoidh CSSC a phéirt féin i bhforbairt an Mhusaeim Contae tri bhithin Boird
Musaeim a bheidh i mbun maoirseachta ar an bhforbairt straitéiseach agus a cheapfaidh
na beartais don Mhusaem Contae.

Théinig an Bord le chéile seacht n-uaire 6n uair a raibh a chéad chruinniti aige i mi an
Mheithimh 2005. Comhaontaiodh go dtiocfadh an Bord le chéile ceithre huaire ar a
laghad sa bhliain. Roghnofar an Cathaoirleach as triar Comhaltai na Combhairle Baile
agus triur ionadaithe an CSSC a bheidh ar an mBord. Déanfar uainiocht go bliantuil ar
phost an Chathaoirligh is € sin idir Chomhaltai na Combhairle Baile agus ionadaithe
CSSC. Is ¢ an tUas. Dan Carbery a toghadh ina chéad Chathaoirleach ar an mBord.

Bailiuchan an Mhusaeim:

Nuair a ghlac An Chombhairle Baile ciram an Mhusaeim uirthi féin sa bhliain 2002 bhi
Halla an Bhaile dunta mar go raibh obair athchdirithe ar bun air agus ba é athchdirit an
Mhusaeim an chuid dheireanach den obair a bhi le déanamh. Chuige sin b'éigean tosu
ar an mbailitichéan a phacail chun é a bhogadh go dti ionad stdréla den lathair. Lean an
obair sin ar aghaidh go dti lar na bliana 2003. Bhiothas den tuairim i dtus baire go raibh
thart ar 2,000 déantan i mbailitichan an Mhusaeim ach le firinne bhi os cionn 4,000 ni
ann.

Diritear an méid seo a leanas anois leis an mbailitichan a bhfuil os cionn 5,000 ni ann
agus a bhfuiltear ag cur leis 1 gconai - eiseamail stair an dulra, nithe seandélaiochta 6n
gclochaois agus 6n geré-umhaois, monai, boinn, stampai, nithe reiligiinacha, déantain
agus cuimhneachdin mhileata agus phoilineachta, giuirléidi talmhaiochta, earrai
trachtala, ceardaiochta agus tionsclaiocha, cuimhneachain spoirt agus bailiichdn mor de
ghrianghraif agus d'dbhar cartlainne. T4 roinnt macasamhlacha até ar ftheabhas ina
measc sin. Is bailitchéan € a thugann 1éargas maith ar an gcontae. T4 go leor nithe
spéisitla ann agus is diol suntais cuid acu go ndisitinta agus go hidirnaisitinta.

Oibrionn Musaem Contae Cheatharlach go dltth le hArd-Mhisaem na hEireann, go
hairithe chomh fada is a bhaineann sé le Friotha Seandalaiochta de. Is € Ard-Mhusaem
na hEireann an t-Udaras ata freagrach as ciram na ndéantan seandalaiochta go Iéir a



fhaightear ar déantain iad nach eol cé hé n6 cé i an t-tinéir. Bronntar a chumhachtai air
faoi Acht na Séadchomharthai Naisitnta, 1930 agus faoi na leasuithe a rinneadh air ina
dhiaidh sin in 1954, 1987, 1994 agus 2004. Chomh maith leis sin, faoin Acht um
Fhorais Chultair Naisitnta, 1997 agus faoi Acht na Séadchomharthai Naisiunta, (arna
least) 1994 tugadh an chumhacht do Stiurthéir an Ard-Mhuasaeim Musaeim Contae
arna bhfeidhmit ag Udarés Aititil a ainmnit chun abhar seandélaiochta a bhailit agus a
chur ar taispeaint.

Is ¢ Diarmuid O Maologain, Coimeédai Mhiisaem Contae Cheatharlach an Duine
Ainmnithe do Chontae Cheatharlach. Ta sé d'Udaras aige déantain seandalaiochta 0
Chontae Cheatharlach

a bhailit thar ceann Ard-Mhisaem na hEireann. Nuair a oscl6idh an Musaem an athuair
féadfar déantéin seandalaiochta a dtangthas orthu i gCo. Cheatharlach a chur ar
taispeaint sa deireadh thiar thall sa chontae ina dtangthas orthu agus is iontach go deo
an rud é sin. O tharla Stadas Ainmnithe a bheith ag Misaem Contae Cheatharlach
féadfar iarrtas a dhéanamh na déantain seandalaiochta a seoladh chuig an Ard-
Mhusaem roimhe seo a thabhairt ar ais go dti an Mdsaem Contae chun iad a chur ar
taispeaint.

Foirgneamh an Mhusaeim Nua:

Té& an musaem nua, Mdsaem Contae Cheatharlach, & bhund mar chuid dé straitéis
iomlan ar mhaithe le forbairt shoisialta, eacnamaioch agus chulturtha an chontae agus
freastaldidh an Musaem ar riachtanais chultirtha agus oideachais an phobail agus is
fontas faoi dhion don turasoireacht oidhreachta a bheidh ann don chontae, fontas a
bhfuil géargha leis. Ta sé i gceist leis an bhforbairt nua athchoirid a dhéanamh ar
Chlochar na Toirbhearta mar a bhiodh, ata ar Shraid an Cholaiste, Ceatharlach. Ta an
foirgneamh suite in &it an-mhaith i lar an bhaile agus is cuid d'ollionad é ina bhfuil An
Leabharlann Contae, An Chartlann agus An Oifig Turaséireachta cheana féin.

Tathar tar éis Michael O’Boyle, Bluett & O’Donoghue Architects, Baile Atha Cliath a
fhost( chun na pleananna don athfhorbairt a leagan amach. Déanfar oibreacha
athnuachana ar fhoirgneamh an Chlochair ar Shraid an Cholaiste agus méadofar € ionas
go mbeidh &it ann don Mhisaem Contae nua.

Féadfar ceithre chuid a dhéanamh den fhoirgneamh até ann anois. Is trid an Oifig
Turasoireachta a thiocfar isteach sa Mhlsaem agus is ansin a bheidh an deasc failtithe
freisin. As sin féadfar dul isteach sa spés fairsing ilusaide i bhfoirm plean oscailte a
bheidh ar an mbunurlar. Beidh bealach uaidh sin suas staighre faoin bhfuinneog mhér
ata ag ceann na hArd-Eaglaise den fhoirgneamh agus tabharfaidh sé sin an cuairteoir
isteach ar an gcéad urlar, it a mbiodh Séipéal agus Aireagal an Chlochair trath. Beidh
spasanna oscailte agus aiteanna a bheidh roinnte ina gcodanna aris anseo. Is tri
ghailearaithe na dtaispeantas sealadach ata ann cheana féin a dhéanfaidh an cuairteoir a
bhealach amach agus tabharfaidh sé sin sios aris é go dti an bunurlar.

Ar mhaithe le caoithitlacht agus mar até sa phlean nua don fhoirgneamh is ar an
mbunurlar a bheidh an chuid is mé den chéiriocht. Is i gceann na hArd-Eaglaise den



fhoirgneamh a bheidh si agus is ansin a bheidh na leithris, an ceaintin, an ait choinneéla
agus na hoifigi. Bhainti an-leas as gairdin an chlochair don smaointeoireacht
rinnfheithimh trath. Carrchlds at& ann anois ach bheifi ag suil go mbeadh cuma nios
taitneamhai air nuair a bheidh an t-athdhreachadh deanta agus feadfar geadan talun ata
le hais an Mhusaeim a fhorbairt le haghaidh taispeantas agus imeachtai lasmuigh.

Cuireadh na pleananna faoi bhraid an Bhoird agus na Comhairle Baile araon i mi
Dheireadh Fémhair 2007. Ach na pleananna beartaithe a bheith ceadaithe ag an
gComhairle Baile, beidh siad ar taispeéint go poibli go dti an 140 Nollaig agus glacfar
le haighneachtai n6 tuairimi go dti an 70 Eanair, 2008 faoin Acht um Pleanail agus
Forbairt, 2000 (Cuid X1), agus faoi na Rialachain Rialtais Aitidil, (Pleanail agus
Forbairt) 2001, (Cuid 8).
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Bund Bhord an Mhusaeim:

Is i seo an chéad Tuarascéil Bhliantuil de chuid Bhord Mhasaem Contae Cheatharlach.
Seachtar comhaltai atd ar an mBord, tridr atd ina gComhaltai ar Chombhairle Baile
Cheatharlach, tridr ionadaithe thar ceann Chumann Staire agus Seandalaiochta
Cheatharlach (CSSC) agus duine amhdin ata ainmnithe ag an mBainisteoir Contae. Is é
Coimeéadai Mhusaem Contae Cheatharlach ata ag gniomhi mar Runai ar an mBord.

D'oscail CSSC (The Old Carlow Society mar a bhi ag an am) an Mdsaem ar bhonn
deonach i dtus baire sa bhliain 1974. Sa bhliain 1979 aistriodh an Mdsaem amach as an
ait ina raibh sé ar dtus, an tAcadamh, mar a bhiodh - lonad Pharoiste na hArd-Eaglaise
anois - agus isteach go dti an Seomra Amharclainne i Halla an Bhaile, seomra a bhi
folamh ag an am. Ghlac Comhairle Baile Cheatharlach feidhmit an Mhusaeim faoina
curam sa bhliain 2002.

Imreoidh CSSC a phairt féin i bhforbairt an Mhusaeim Contae tri bhithin Boird
Musaeim a bheidh i mbun maoirseachta ar an bhforbairt straitéiseach agus a cheapfaidh
na beartais don Mhusaem Contae.

Thainig an Bord le chéile seacht n-uaire 6n uair a raibh a chéad chruinnit aige i mi an
Mheithimh 2005. Comhaontaiodh go dtioctadh an Bord le chéile ceithre huaire ar a
laghad sa bhliain. Roghnofar an Cathaoirleach as triar Comhaltai na Combhairle Baile
agus tritr ionadaithe an CSSC a bheidh ar an mBord. Déanfar uainiocht go blianttil ar
phost an Chathaoirligh is ¢ sin idir Chomhaltai na Comhairle Baile agus ionadaithe
CSSC. Is € an tUas. Dan Carbery a toghadh ina chéad Chathaoirleach ar an mBord.

Bailitchan an Mhuasaeim:

Nuair a ghlac An Chomhairle Baile ciram an Mhusaeim uirthi féin sa bhliain 2002 bhi
Halla an Bhaile dunta mar go raibh obair athchairithe ar bun air agus ba é athchdirid an
Mhusaeim an chuid dheireanach den obair a bhi le déanamh. Chuige sin b'éigean tosu
ar an mbailidchan a phacail chun é a bhogadh go dti ionad storala den lathair. Lean an
obair sin ar aghaidh go dti lar na bliana 2003. Bhiothas den tuairim i dtus baire go raibh
thart ar 2,000 déantan i mbailidchan an Mhusaeim ach le firinne bhi os cionn 4,000 ni
ann.

Airitear an méid seo a leanas anois leis an mbailitichan a bhfuil os cionn 5,000 ni ann
agus a bhfuiltear ag cur leis i gcénai - eiseamail stair an dulra, nithe seandalaiochta 6n
gclochaois agus 6n gcré-umhaois, monai, boinn, stampai, nithe reiligiinacha, déantain
agus cuimhneachain mhileata agus phoilineachta, giuirléidi talmhaiochta, earrai
trachtala, ceardaiochta agus tionsclaiocha, cuimhneachain spoirt agus bailidchan mor de
ghrianghraif agus d'abhar cartlainne. Ta roinnt macasamhlacha até ar fheabhas ina
measc sin. Is bailiichan é a thugann léargas maith ar an gcontae. Ta go leor nithe
spéisitla ann agus is diol suntais cuid acu go naisiunta agus go hidirnaisiunta.

Oibrionn Musaem Contae Cheatharlach go dltth le hArd-Mhisaem na hEireann, go
hairithe chomh fada is a bhaineann sé le Friotha Seandalaiochta de. Is € Ard-Mhusaem
na hEireann an t-Udaras ata freagrach as ciram na ndéantan seandalaiochta go Iéir a



fhaightear ar déantain iad nach eol cé hé n6 cé i an t-tinéir. Bronntar a chumhachtai air
faoi Acht na Séadchomharthai Naisitnta, 1930 agus faoi na leasuithe a rinneadh air ina
dhiaidh sin in 1954, 1987, 1994 agus 2004.

Chomh maith leis sin, faoin Acht um Fhorais Chultdir Naisitnta, 1997 agus faoi Acht
na Séadchomharthai Néisilnta, (arna least) 1994 tugadh an chumhacht do Stiurthéir an
Ard-Mhusaeim Musaeim Contae arna bhfeidhmit ag Udaras Aititil a ainmnit chun
abhar seandalaiochta a bhaili agus a chur ar taispeéint.

Is ¢ Diarmuid O Maologain, Coimeédai Mhiisaem Contae Cheatharlach an Duine
Ainmnithe do Chontae Cheatharlach. Ta sé d'Udaras aige déantain seandalaiochta 6
Chontae Cheatharlach

a bhailit thar ceann Ard-Mhisaem na hEireann. Nuair a oscl6idh an Musaem an athuair
féadfar déantéin seandalaiochta a dtangthas orthu i gCo. Cheatharlach a chur ar
taispeaint sa deireadh thiar thall sa chontae ina dtangthas orthu agus is iontach go deo
an rud é sin. O tharla Stadas Ainmnithe a bheith ag Misaem Contae Cheatharlach
féadfar iarrtas a dhéanamh na déantain seandalaiochta a seoladh chuig an Ard-
Mhusaem roimhe seo a thabhairt ar ais go dti an Mdsaem Contae chun iad a chur ar
taispeaint.

Foirgneamh an Mhusaeim Nua:

Té& an musaem nua, Mdsaem Contae Cheatharlach, & bhund mar chuid dé straitéis
iomlan ar mhaithe le forbairt shoisialta, eacnamaioch agus chulturtha an chontae agus
freastaldidh an Musaem ar riachtanais chultirtha agus oideachais an phobail agus is
fontas faoi dhion don turasoireacht oidhreachta a bheidh ann don chontae, fontas a
bhfuil géargha leis. Ta sé i gceist leis an bhforbairt nua athchoirid a dhéanamh ar
Chlochar na Toirbhearta mar a bhiodh, ata ar Shraid an Cholaiste, Ceatharlach. Ta an
foirgneamh suite in &it an-mhaith i lar an bhaile agus is cuid d'ollionad é ina bhfuil An
Leabharlann Contae, An Chartlann agus An Oifig Turaséireachta cheana féin.

Tathar tar éis Michael O’Boyle, Bluett & O’Donoghue Architects, Baile Atha Cliath a
fhost( chun na pleananna don athfhorbairt a leagan amach. Déanfar oibreacha
athnuachana ar fhoirgneamh an Chlochair ar Shraid an Cholaiste agus méadofar € ionas
go mbeidh &it ann don Mhisaem Contae nua.

Féadfar ceithre chuid a dhéanamh den fhoirgneamh até ann anois. Is trid an Oifig
Turasoireachta a thiocfar isteach sa Mhlsaem agus is ansin a bheidh an deasc failtithe
freisin. As sin féadfar dul isteach sa spés fairsing ilusaide i bhfoirm plean oscailte a
bheidh ar an mbunurlar. Beidh bealach uaidh sin suas staighre faoin bhfuinneog mhér
ata ag ceann na hArd-Eaglaise den fhoirgneamh agus tabharfaidh sé sin an cuairteoir
isteach ar an gcéad urlar, it a mbiodh Séipéal agus Aireagal an Chlochair trath. Beidh
spasanna oscailte agus aiteanna a bheidh roinnte ina gcodanna aris anseo. Is tri
ghailearaithe na dtaispeantas sealadach ata ann cheana féin a dhéanfaidh an cuairteoir a
bhealach amach agus tabharfaidh sé sin sios aris é go dti an bunurlar.

Ar mhaithe le caoithitlacht agus mar até sa phlean nua don fhoirgneamh is ar an
mbunurlar a bheidh an chuid is mé den chéiriocht. Is i gceann na hArd-Eaglaise den



fhoirgneamh a bheidh si agus is ansin a bheidh na leithris, an ceaintin, an ait choinneala
agus na hoifigi. Bhainti an-leas as gairdin an chlochair don smaointeoireacht
rinnfheithimh trath. Carrchlds at& ann anois ach bheifi ag suil go mbeadh cuma nios
taitneamhai air nuair a bheidh an t-athdhreachadh deanta agus feadfar geadan talun ata
le hais an Mhusaeim a fhorbairt le haghaidh taispeantas agus imeachtai lasmuigh.

Cuireadh na pleananna faoi bhraid an Bhoird agus na Comhairle Baile araon i mi
Dheireadh Fémhair 2007. Ach na pleananna beartaithe a bheith ceadaithe ag an
gComhairle Baile, beidh siad ar taispeéint go poibli go dti an 140 Nollaig agus glacfar
le haighneachtai n6 tuairimi go dti an 70 Eanair, 2008 faoin Acht um Pleanail agus
Forbairt, 2000 (Cuid X1), agus faoi na Rialachain Rialtais Aitidil, (Pleanail agus
Forbairt) 2001, (Cuid 8).



